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violation of the Constitution, when we voted a 
sum of money to pay for the furniture of the 
President’s House? Why, Mr. President, did 
you, or did any gentleman imagine that he was 
violating the Constitution and increasing the pay 
of the President when, in the course of atlas 
session, we made appropriations for carrying gas- 
lights into the President’s House, a convenience 
which he had not had before? Now, are not the 
two cases precisely parallel? That law is a rule of 
conduct to the Departments, and the Constitution 
is the rule of law to us. If we may furnish the 
President’s House without violating a provision 
of the Constitution which inhibits us from increas- 
ing his salary, surely it is equally true that there 
is no violation of that law when the Secretary of 
the Navy fixes the rule by which furniture shall 
be put into the house to be occupied by the com- 
mander of the yard. The Secretary’s order was 
in every respect a correct one. It was the usage 
of the Government to furnish these houses. It 
was the duty, and properly the duty, of the Gov- 
ernment tofurnish them. That order, so far from 
being liable to censure, is, in my judgment, enti- 
tled to great praise. It was to prevent extrav- 
agance in furnishing these houses. It was to have 
furniture suitable, decent, creditable, and proper 
to the rank of the individual, and, at the same 
time, prevented any charge on the Government 
which might be considered extravagant or osten- 
tatious. That was the whole matter. It seems 
to me, therefore, that if this is the only additional 
case the Senator has to present of a plain, palpa- 
ble violation of the law, he has been very unsuc- 
cessful in the search. 

My friend from Maryland reminded me, and 
the Senator from New Hampshire will know 
whether it is correct or not, that at a former ses- 
sion, the Senator moved some provision or limita- 
tion to the naval appropriation bill, prohibiting 
money being paid for these expenditures. 

Mr. HALE. 1 do not remember ever having 
made such a proposition. I know that I moved a 
resolution which called out the report from which 
I have read. 

Mr. BADGER. We were under that impres- 
sion, however; and we also supposed that that had 
been voted down. If that was so, why we have 
the construction of Congress. coinciding with the 
construction of the Secretary. But there is the 
law. It is nothing more in conflict with what the 
Senator has read than the Constitution, in regard 
to the compensation of the President, is in conflict 
with what we have done from the foundation of 
the Government. The practice to which the Sen- 
ator refers did not date in 1848. It was coeval 
with the act of 1835. It existed then. It has ex- 
isted continually since, and I apprehend that no- 
body but the Senator from New Hampshire has 
supposed that there was any conflict between the 
law and that practice. But the Secretary of the 
Navy, by his order of 1848, intended to restrict 
the amount of the allowance and prevent abuses. 
That is, I take it, the whole matter. 

Mr. HALE. 1am glad to hear this explana- 
ton. I think the Senator from North Carolina 
has satisfied everybody of the wide diversity of 
the case he has taken to illustrate the matter, and 
the one I have brought before the Senate. He 
illustrates the order of the Secretary without law 
and against law; for when I am talking about the 
English language I can talk as plain as anybody, 


the President’s House. Iam not going to discuss 
theconstitutionality of that provision. I produced 
an order of the Secretary of the Navy, made, I 
say, by the plainest construction of language, 
against the law, and it is likened to an appropria- 
tion.made in pursuance of law—an appropriation 
made by law. 

lam glad that this matter has come up. I| do 
not expect to reform these abuses. eal expect 
that they will be increased by the next Ad 
tration. Let me, however, give an illustration. 
Our compensation is fixed at eight dollars a day. 
Suppose some gentleman here should go and hire 
® house in the city of Washington, and call upon 
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the Secretary of the Senate to give an order to the 
upholsterers and cabinet-makers, and other gentle- 
men who keep wares that are suitable for furnish- 
ing a house, and the Secretary issues an order for 
some $1,500 or $2,000 worth of furniture—not to 
be furnished to the Senator—oh, no, sir, the Sen- 
ator is not to have a dollar’s worth of it, but it is 
to be put into his house, and he is to use it—the 
United States all the time owning it. According 
to the argument of the Senator from North Caro- 
lina, that would be no abuse. It would no 
violation of thelaw. The Senator would not have 
received more than eight dollars a day. To be 
sure there would have been some property paid for; 
but the United States would own it, and he would 
have had but the use of it. It is said that this 
constitutes no compensation, pay, or allowance of 
these officers. Why? Because the Government 
own the furniture all the time, and he has had 
nothing but the use of it. 

I have nothing to do with the argument that 
this is exceedingly convenient. If the compensa- 
tion paid to the officers of the Navy is not enough, 
I am willing to go ever so fur to increase it to 
what is necessary. If it is necessary that this 
allowance should be made, let them have it; but let 
them have it under the law, and not against the 
law. ‘Thatismy complaint. It seems to me that 
the Secretary of the Navy, when he made this 
order, was perfectly sensible of the impropriety of 
it; for I will tell you how it reads: ** The allow- 
‘ance of furniture to the several houses provided 
‘by the Government, at navy-yards, stations, and 
‘hospitals, occupied by officers and others, in the 
‘service of the Government,’’ shall be so and so. 
The Secretary of the Senate might make an allow- 
ance to the houses that we occupied, and furnish 
them at the expense of the Government, and then, 
of course, there would be no increase of pay, 
allowance, or compensation to us. We should be 
receiving only eight dollars a day, and have this 
in addition. 

This system of extra compensation and allow- 
ance for rent, for furniture, quarters, traveling 

| expenses, &c., prior to the passage of the act of 
1835, had got to be an enormous abuse. By the 
act of 1835, if I am not exceedingly mistaken, the 
average pay of these officers was raised nearly one 
hundred per cent. It was nearly doubled. I think 
that will be found to be the fact. It produced a 
| good deal of opposition, and a good deal of dis- 
cussion; but whoever will read the reports at that 
time will see, that to obviate the objections that 
were raised against it, and to make this thing pal- 
atable to the body who passed it, and satisfy them 
that the door was to be shut against the abuses 
which had grown up under the extra allowances 
| for these very things—for fuel, for rent, for quar- 
ters, for furniture, for servants, &c.—this very 
sweeping clause, to which I have called the atten- 
| tion of the Senate, was put in, providing that— 
| os Se hereby expressly declared’’—mark the very pun 
| gent manner in which it is expressed—“ It is hereby ex 
pressly declared, that the yearly allowance provided in this 
act, is all the pay, compensation, and allowance that shall 
| be received under any circumstances whatever, except for 


traveling expenses according to orders, for which ten cents 
per mile shall be allowed.” 


be 


The Senator undertakes to compare this to the 
furnitureof a ship. Why, there isnocomparison at 
all. Not the least in the world. Weall know what 
a ship is; and we all know what a house is. A 


\| ship is a place where a man is ordered for duty, 
to an appropriation made by Congress to furnish | 


and it is connected with his duty. It is as much 
a part of the instruments with which he executes 
| his duty, as is the fire-arm which is put into the 
hands of the soldier or the sailor. Not so with a 
house and furniture. It may be said that it is 
convenient for gentlemen to have these things, and 
that they cannot live without them; that they can- 
not discharge the duties assigned by the Govern- 
ment without them. The same argument would 
| apply to the officer’s food. He cannot go to a 
navy-yard, and discharge the duties imposed upon 
him without eating, without drinking, without 
being clothed. And the argument of necessity, 
‘| upon which the Senator from North Carolina 
) would justify this abuse—for I must call it so—I 


| is not a single one. 
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must speak from the dictates of my own under- 
standing—the same process of reasoning which 
would justify this, from the necessity of the case, 
because the officer cannot otherwise discharge his 
duty, would apply to all his personal expenses 
It would apply to his food; it would apply to his 
clothing, and to every single article of expense 
which it is necessary and convenient for him, in 
order to enable him to discharge his duty. 

Let me not be misunderstood. | have no objec 
tion to gentlemen inthe Navy receiving this allow- 
ance, and receiving it twice over, if it is necessary, 
or fourfold, ifitis necessary; but I doask that it shal] 
be done by some semblance of law; that it shall 
not be in its very face a contradiction to the plain- 
est construction which the simplest understanding 
cannot help putting upon the law. Thatis what 
[ complain of. 1 repeat again, that if it is possi- 
ble for the human intellect to discover variance as 
wide apart as the two subjects could possibly be, 
it is the express, pungent, stringent, unequivocal 
provisions of the law, and in the circular of the 
Secretary of the Navy, issued, as | contend, by 
the plainest force of language in contravention 
and in contradiction of it. Now, I say, while you 
have such things as these staring you in the face—- 
while you have the construction of an executive 
officer of the Administration repealing, setting 
aside, nullifying, and trampling upon a provision 
of law, it is not, it seems to me, very much worth 
while to be talking about reforming some abuses 
which have grown up under the law. Let us learn 
first to make our laws respected. Let us see that 
laws are executed where they are plain as lan- 
guage can make them. Then, and not tll then, 
let us begin to talk about reforming abuses. 

Mr. BADGER. For the purpose of illustrating 
the meaning of the proviso which the Senator from 
New Hampshire on read, he has informed us 
that it is ‘expressly provided.’’ Now, I sup- 
pose those terms do not help us to understand 
what is provided; and nobody has ever imagined 
that what is put down in a statute, and written 
there as a proviso, is an implied proviso. I think 
every man must admit that the force of it would 
have been just the same if the word ‘* expressly” 
had been left out. It is ‘* expressly provided ;”’ 
then the question comes up, what is expressly 
provided? That what is paid to the officers shall 
ye in full for their services, and that no other pay, 
compensation, or allowance shall be made to them 
under any circumstances. What is the meaning 
of that? The pay which is given to them is asum 
of money paid into their pockets to be used for 
their own benefit. It is in full of what? Of ali 
compensation, pay, and allowance. Then, those 
words must mean something analogous to that 
thing which is given to them as a substitute for 
all these matters. I think thatis clear. The fur- 
nishing of a house for an officer of a navy-yard Is 
not making any addition to his pay; it is not giving 
him any additional compensation for doing his 
duty. Itis not making any allowance to him at 
all; not the least in the world. If it is, then the 
furnishing of the President’s House is making an 
allowance to him; and, if that is making an all 


in violation of the Constitution. 

Sut the Senator reiterates over ant again, 
with a large collection of epithets which do not 
add exceeding force to what he says, and certainly 
do not tend to show that whathe says is reason- 
able, that all this is in plain, unquestionable oppo 
sition t>, and defiance of law. That is the Sena- 
tor’s opinion; is it that of anybody else? Is there 
a single member of this Senate, but the Senator 
from New Hampshire, who believes that there is 
any opposition to law in the order which was 
made by the Secretary in 1848? I apprehend there 
y The Senator says there is no 
analogy between the two cases of furnishing a 
ship and furnishing a house. He says the officer 
is ordered to the ship to performa certain duty 
there, and that the he is a nanny means of 
enabling him to perform the duty. That is very 
true; but do these officers go and quarter them- 
selves at the navy-yards of their own will and 
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pleasure, and for their own accommodation? Is 
not each and every one of them ordered to the sta- 
tion to which he goes, whether on sea or on shore? 
An officer who is living in New Hampshire or 
Massachusetts receives an order from the Navy 


Department, to proceed to Norfolk and take com- || 


mand of the navy-yard there. He goes there, 
and the Government has provided a house for him 
to live in; is it not necessary to have the house? 
The Government has built it. The honorable 


Senator does not object to that. The Government | 


buildsthe ship, But the Senator says the furni- 
ture of a house does not bear the same relation to 


the house that the furniture of a ship bears to the | 


ship. Why not? The only furniture of a ship 
that the Government wants for its own purposes, 


are the guns, and means of making the ship an |} 
instrument of defense and annoyance. ‘The sofas, 


the mirrors, the chairs which are put there 
Mr. CASS. A chair isa chair, wherever it is. 
Mr. BADGER. Yes,as my friend from Mich- 
igan says, a chair is a chair, whether on board a 
ship or in a house—I say all these are put there 
to be used by the officer, and the Government 
gets no benefit from them. The cases, therefore, 


are analogous; and if the argument of the Sena- | 
ter from New Hampshire be true, in every in- | 


stance in which a chair, or any other furniture, has 
been provided for the use and accommodation of 
an officer on board a ship, or in which anything 
has been put on board the ship except what was 
necessary as means of war, that law of 1835 has 
been Fielned. But no man will be so absurd as 
to maintain that; and, therefore, no man will be— 
I will not say absurd, but so mistaken—as to main- 
tain the other. 

I dislike to see these things raked up to the Sen- 
ate, for the purpose of casting reflections on the 
reputations of gentlemen who were at that time at 
the head of the Department, but who are no longer 
here. Besides, the Secretary necessarily makes 


. . . . 

his estimates every session of Congress, in which | 
he states what he wants for this purpose, and the | 
sense of Congress has determined the interpreta- ; 


tion which they give to the statute, because they 


have yearly voted to give the supplies for this as | 


for other purposes. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I have been struck with the 
oe of the discussion with which we have 
veen favored from the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance upon the subject of deficiency bills. I 


was gratified at the explanation which was given | 


of the origin of such bills. It was perfectly satis- 
factory, I have no doubt, to the Senate. But I 
had little expected, in the discussion of a bill, the 
object of which was to supply deficiencies to meet 
the present exigencies of the Government, to have 
found a general arraignment of the Administra- 
tion. Sir, lam not prepared to enter into a dis- 
cussion of that sort at this moment; and I note it 
merely for the purpose of having it understood by 


the country that this Administration is capable of | 


a defense when the proper moment arrives for 
making it. 


But I rose particularly for the purpose of reply- 


ing to the suggestion of the Senator from New 


Hampshire. So far as regards the perfect analo- | 
gy of the cases which have been stated by the hon- | 
orable Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Bane- | 
eR,] I think there is not an individual who hears 

me who doubts it. But one place of refuge was | 


left to the Senator from New Hampshire. “It was 
that, while the appropriation for the furnishing of 
vessels, and for the furnishing of the President’s 
House, were made by law, and had received the 
sanction of Congress, this act was done at the sole 
will of the Secretary of the Navy, entirely without 
law, and opposed tolaw. When that suggestion 


was made, it at once occurred to me that the Sec- | 


retary of the Navy could not, of his own funds, 
pay for these articles of furniture; that he must 

ave been furnished by Congress with the funds 
which were necessary for such a disbursement; 
and, consequently, that the articles of furniture 
must be found mentioned in the estimates of the 
Secretary of the Navy, made to Congress, and 
had, therefore, received theirapprobation. [asked, 
therefore, for any one estimate of the Secretary of 
the Navy, in order to test that fact; and I now 
offer it to the Senate. It is the general estimate 
from the Bureau of Yards and Docks for the year 
ending June 30, 1850, in addition to the balances 
remaining unexpended on the first of July, 1849, 
** for contingent expenses which accrued during 


/to adjourn over. 


| the year, for freight and transportation of materi- 


als, for stores, for yards and docks,’ &c. 1 need 
not read them all; but it goes on and says, ‘* for 
postage of letters on the publie service, for furni- 
ture for Government houses.’’ There is the pre- 
cise appropriation, acting upon which the Secre- 
tary of the Navy has endeavored to limit this ex- 
penditure. Congress has, therefore, authorized 
the expenditure of this appropriation anterior to 
the time. 


Mr. HUNTER. One remark of the Senator 


| from Georgia renders it necessary that I should 
say afew words. Hecomplains that I have made 


a general arraignment of the Administration. I 


| have not meddled with the economy of the Ad- 


ministration, except so far as it is connected with 
this bill. I was obliged to show—it was my duty 
to show, so far as I could—what was the deft- 
ciency; and, for that purpose, it was necessary to 
ascertain what it wasfor. I was obliged, also, to 


'| allude, in reference to this matter—because it has 
| been largely canvassed—to the question whether 


the expenditures were economical. I was obliged 
to show how far we were responsible, and how 
far the Administration was responsible. 1 sub- 
mit that, in all this, I have not departed from the 
line of my duty in relation to the deficiency bill. 1 


| have not touched the conduct of the Administra- 


tion in regard to any matter, which was not inti- 
mately and immediately connected with this very 


bill. 


Mr. BERRIEN. It was not my purpose to 


| call in question the correctness of the conduct of 
| the honorable Senator. 


It was my purpose, not 
to charge him with any departure from his duty, 


| but to express my surprise that the argument by 


which the Senate would be induced to vote for the 


| deficiency bill should be one which would show 


the wrong conduct of the Administration under 


| which the deficiency occurred. 


Mr. ADAMS. I wish to inquire if there is any 
existing law authorizing the furnishing of houses 


| for officers? 


Mr. BADGER. Icannot answer that. All I 
know is, that it has been the uniform custom of 
the Government. 


Mr. DAWSON. Money has been frequently 


| appropriated for it. 


Mr. BADGER. Yes; every year appropria- 
tions have been made for furnishing the houses. 
I now make the motion to postpone the further 


| consideration of this subject until to-morrow. 


The motion was agreed to. 


RECESS. 


I desire now to submit the 


Mr. BADGER. 


| motion that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it 


be to meet on Monday next. My friend frem 
Missouri, [Mr. Arcutson,] this morning, charged 
me with neglect of my duty to do it; but I now 
make the motion. 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from IIli- 


| nois, the chairman of the Committee on the Territo- 


ries, [Mr. Dovetas,] has been called away by an 


| indispensable engagement which he could not 
| break. 


I promised him to renew to the Senate 
his wish that they should meet to-morrow to take 
up territorial business. I believe, myself, it should 
be done, and therefore shall vote for it, and in 
obedience to my promise have mentioned it to the 


| Senate. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I shall vote for the motion 
I know of nothing that is so 
pressing in relation to the Territories. There is 
one bill, in relation to them, that has yet to be 
reported, which I consider highly important. But 
that has not been reported, and cannot be acted 


| on to-morrow. Therefore, I feel no interest in it, 


except a general interest to adjourn until Monday. 


|| [Laughter.] 


Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from Tlli- 
nois stated—and I believe such to be the fact—that 


|| if we do not meet to-morrow, the time assigned 


by the House for the consideration of territorial 
subjects will have passed away, and the opportu- 
nity to take them up will be lost. He mentioned 
three or four things, not of any special interest to 
me, but of very great interest to the Territories 
that require the action of Congress. I hope this 
will be a sufficient reason for meeting to-morrow. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I have not heard from the 
chairman of the Committee on the Territories, or 
from any member of it,a proposition to take upany 


\. measure connected with the Territories heretofore; 
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_ but now the matter, all at once, is of very rbes. 
ing interest, because Monday has been set apart 


_by the House for the purpose of acting on such 
business. 


Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from |) 
_nois mentioned it half a dozen times. 
| Mr. ATCHISON. Ido not recollect it, 


The motion to adjourn over was agreed to. 


| REPORTS AND PETITIONS. 

| Mr. JONES, of Iowa. If in order, I desire to 
| 
} 


li- 


make.a report. 

The PRESIDENT. It can only be done by 
unanimous consent, as the rule is that private billy 
shal} be considered on Fridays. 
| Mr. JONES. I am instructed by the Commit. 
| tee on Pensions, to which was referred the peti- 
| tion of Susan Campbell, to report it back, and ask 
for the adoption of the following resolution: 
| Resolved, ‘That the petition and accompanying doc» 
| 
| 
| 


ments be transmitted to the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
that the committee be discharged from the further consider 
ation thereof. 


The resolution was agreed to 

Mr. PRATT. As it may not be in my power 
to be here on Monday, I will now, as instructed 
| by the Committee of Claims, report a bill for the 
| relief of Hodges & Lansdale, and the legal repre- 
| sentatives of Rinaldo Johnson, deceased. 

The bill was read a first time, and passed to a 
second reading; and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Hiram 
Paulding; which was read a first time and passed 
to a second reading, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PRATT. An officer in the Navy—Lieu- 
tenant Pinckney—who is just ordered to sea, has 
| sent me a memorial which he is very anxious to 
| have presented to the Senate. It represents that 
in the publication of the account of Commander 
| Wilkes’s exploring expedition, great injustice, 
detrimental to his character as a professional man 
and officer of the Navy, has been done him. He 
| first applied to the a Department on the sub- 

ject; and a letter affixed to his petition from the 
| Secretary of the Navy, states that inasmuch as 
this book has been published by order of the Sen- 
ate, the Navy Department could not assume juris- 
| diction of the matter. There is also a letter of 
; Commander Wilkes, written in 1839, when a me- 
| morial was presented by the same gentleman, in 
| which he promised that m future editions of the 
| work the necessary corrections should be made in 
| order to make it conform to the truth as repre- 
| sented by this officer. He now says that whilst 
| he was at sea two editions of the work have been 
published without making the promised amend- 
| ments. I ask that the memorial be referred to the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
| George Morris, a soldier who had been taken pris- 
oner and kept with the Indians three or four years, 
asking a grant of land as compensation for the 
| detention; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


PAPERS REFERRED. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Early in the session I 
| made the motion to refer the petition of the heirs 
of Isaac Shelby to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims; but by some means the proper 
entry has not been made. I now renew the mo- 
| tion to take the papers from the file and refer them 
to that committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


H. B. DORSEY. 

Mr. GWIN. The memorial of H. B. Dorsey 
was referred to the Committee of Claims, and re- 
| ported upon adversely by that committee. I have 
ascertained, by inquiry of the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, that it isa claim that properly belongs 
| to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 1 wish now 
to move to refer it to that committee. 

The PRESIDENT. When was it presented ? 

Mr. GWIN. | It was presented this session, by 
myself. It was referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and reported back adversely, and is now 
on the table for consideration. It went to the 
wrong committee. It is a claim which has arisen 
out of Indian depredations. My motion isto refer 
it to the Committee on Indian Affairs, that it may 
_ have the administrative examination of the bureau, 
| under the law. 
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No objection was made, and the motion was | ki¢, Chandler, Chapman, Clingman, Curtis, Dimmick, prehension as to the effect of the main question. 


| Doty, Eastwwan, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ficklin, Fitch, ai ia . ‘ , 
agreed to. | Florence, Floyd, Fowler, Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, It brings us, I believe, first to vote on the prope- 
NOTICE OF A BILL. || Green, Grey, Grow, Hall. Harper, Isham G. Harris, Samp sition to strike out “the Committee on the Judi- 


Mr. BADGER gave notice of his intention to | 80" W- Harris, Henn, Hibbard, Horsford, Houston, John | ciary,’’ and insert ** the Committee on Printing.”’ 


ask leave to introduce a bill to prohibit the public 
execution of criminals within the District of Co- 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MALLORY, agreeably to previous notice, | 

asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to reg- | 

ulate the surveying and sale of lands belonging to 

the United States, in certain cases; which was 

read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous || 


P 


| 0 


Resolved, That the report of Captain Stansbury upon his | 
expedition to the Great Salt Lake, which was ordered to | 
be printed at the last special session of the Senate, be exe- 
cuted, together with the extra numbers ordered during the 
present session, under the special direction of the Topo- 
graphical Bureau. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution 


c 


I 


W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
Johnsen, John Johnson, Daniel 'T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, “nd to tl eit 
|; Preston King, Kuhus, Kurtz, Mann, Humphrey Marshall, GRNENCMENS CO NUS INTEGERS. 

lumbia. Mason, McDonald, McNair, McQueen, Meade, Millson, 
i 
i 
‘ 

i 


the motion to go into a Committee of the Whole 


The SPEAKER, The first vote is on the 


Mr. FITCH. That is, on the adoption of the 


Miner, Molony, Morrison, Murray, Newton, Olds, Orr, | bureau bill. 
Andrew Parker, Peaslee, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, 


The SPEAKER, On the adoption of the prop- 
owell, Rantoul, Robbins, Scudder, Smart, Smith, Suow, = . e adoption of the proy 


I r » ve y » sulw ; f ° 
Benjamin Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Venable, | °*Uon of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | Mr. 


Watlbridge, Wallace, Washburn, Addison White, and PLoRENCE. | 
Woedward—sy. 


Mr. FITCH. That is the bureau bill—is it 
So the House refused to lay the report, and the not? RE SE ae , 

10tions in reference thereto, upon the table. _ The SPEA k ER, It ess When that question 
Mr. ORR demanded the previous question. ™ decided, _ Chair will put the question on Te- 
Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, moved that the rules | '°°C"S this whole subject to the Committee on the 


: ‘arw: ¢ e at fails " } the : 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself Judiciary; and if that fails, then upen the motion 


into a Committee of the Whole on the Private | *° "efer # to the Committee on Printing. ‘That is 
4 i ace 
consent and agreed to: 1! Calendar. 


the order in which the Chair proposes to put the 


Mr. ORR. “Which of those motions takes pre- SS: > 
edence? Mr. FITCH. Are the instructions imperative! 


The SPEAKER, In the inion of the Chai I understand nat. 
eee ee ne Phe SPEAKER. They have been read several 
times. 


Louse takes precedence. ; 
I Mr. HALL. I wish to make an inquiry of the 


Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire of the Chair what 


° . i il > ‘he . r thes structions ¢ . ly ate > 
for consideration: || would be the effect, if the motion of the gentle- |) U8": If these instructions are all rejected, will 


hl > 6 , . | - . 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to || man from Ohio should prevail, and the House 


inform the Senate how many officers of the Navy, if any, 


; 8 
are receiving greater compensation than ts provided by the | 


act to regulate the pay of the Navy of the United States, | and this question should not be reached to-day? 
: Would not this subject go to the Speaker’s table? 


passed March 3, 1835: if any officers are receiving such 
greater pay, the amount thereof, their names, the time 
during which they have respectively received such pay, 
and the laws or authority by which they received it. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motien by Mr. GWIN, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business, and 
after some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened, 

And the Senate adjourned till Monday. 


finished business to-morrow mornin. 


man of the Committee on Printing, whether it will 


it then be in order to move additional instruc- 
tions? 

The SPEAKER, It will not. Under the opera 
tion of the previous question, no new matter can 
The SPEAKER. It would not. PON ee 
Mr. ORR. Then, when would it come up? Mr. HALL, Will not the previous question 


ow sa ED. deter” ES ; be exhauste r| all these resolutions are re- 
The SPEAKER. It would come up as the un- . , austed, when all these resolutions are re 
jee et 


Not > “et ” The SPEAKER 0 { . ole mi 
(Cries of ‘Let us finish it now. The SPEAKER. Not until the whole matter 


o . Ss Spos “ld of. 
Mr. POLK. I would like to know of the chair- | ' disposes 
Mr. ORR. With all due deference tothe Chair, 


1ot facilitate the action of that committee, if the I have a different opinion with reference to the 


hould go into a Committee of the Whole House, 


I 


. . rier 2 nest . > > OR ‘ q i 
House act upon this subject at once, without | Oder of questions, My proposition was a mo 
deferring it by a reference to a committee? 


tion to strike out ** Judiciary Committee,”’ and 
‘ “er me rm . ineer ‘the Cor 1 « Yerne pars?” an ai . 
The SPEAKER. That interrogatory can only | '"'** rt “the Committee on Printing;” and [ sub 


; 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || be made by unanimous consent. mit that the question must first be put upon my 
Fray, “April 16, 1852. [Cries of Object!” and ‘Let us take the ™otwon. a as a 
oe ae te _... || Vote. ??] The SPEAKER. Our rules provide that, when 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer || The question was then taken on Mr. Sranton’s Motions are made to refer a matter to the Commit- 
by the Rev. Lirtieron F’. Monean. motion, and it was not agreed to. wes vas tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or to 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The SPEAKER stated, as the first business in | 
order, the motion to lay upon the table the report | 
and resolutions in reference to the printing of Con- 
gress, on which motion the yeas and nays had 
been ordered on yesterday. 

Mr. EDGERTON moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Many Voices. ‘Oh! no; finish the printing 
business.”’ 

The question was then taken on Mr. Encer- 
Ton’s motion, and on a division, there were—ayes 
35; noes not counted. 

So the motion was not agreed to, 


The question recurring upon the motion to lay || will be read. 


on the table, 

Mr. GORMAN moved that there be a call of 
the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I presume that the 
object of that motion is merely to have a call of 
the roll, in order that members may have time to 
come in; and I[ therefore ask for the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
tion being put, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 39, nays 106. 

So a call of the House was not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay upon the table; and it was decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 81, nays 89; as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, William Appleton, Thomas | 
I. Bayly, Bartlett, Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Chastain, Clark, Cobb, Cullom, | 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Disney, Dockery, Dunham, | 
Faulkner, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gentry, Gorman, | 
Hamiltoa, Hammond, Haven, Hendricks, Ingersoll, An- 
drew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
George G. King, Landry, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, Mar- 
tin, McCorkle, McLanahan, McMullin, Meacham, Miller, | 
Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Nabers, Outiaw, | 
Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Polk, Porter, Price, Riddle, | 

j 
i 


Ross, Russell, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhern, Schoolcraft, || 
Seurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stone, | 
St. Martin, Sutherland, Tayler, Benjamin Thompson, 
George W. Thompson, Thurston, Ward, Watkins, Wells, | 
Alexander White, Wilcox, and Yates—81. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, John Appleton, Ashe, | 
Averett, Barrere, Bocock, Bragg, Brenton, Albert G. | 
Brown, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartier, Cas- ' 


for the previous question. 


fore the House? 


ing to refer the report to the Committee on owe oe 
| ing, with the same instructions; and there is a | this whole matter upon the table? We are getting 
motion also pending to amend the instructions, 


| vious question is seconded. I understood the gen- 


The question recurred on seconding the demand | ® Committee of the Whole House, and to other 
committees, it shall be the duty of the Chair to 
Mr. STANLY. I ask what is the question be- |, put the question upon sending it to the Committee 
of the Whole first, and then on the motions to 


The SPEAKER. There isa motion pending, | refer to the other committees, in the order in which 


to refer the report of the Committee on Printingto | they were made. ‘The Chair thinks that the most 


| the Committee on the Judiciary, with certain in- | convenient mode of reaching the object of the gen 
structions. ; tleman from South Carolina is, to take the vote 


Mr. STANLY. Isthere no other motion pend- | upon the reference to the two committees in the 


ing? order in which they were proposed. ‘The result 


The SPEAKER. Yes; there is a motion pend-| wi!!! certainly be the same. 
brint. Mr. POLK. Is it in order now to move to lay 


into such confusion, that | desire to submit that 
Mr. STANLY. [| hope the several propositions ™oton. , . 
[A message was here received from the Senate 
The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the | by the hands of Asnuny Dickins, Esq., their 
papers will be read. Secretary.| ee : 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, objected. Mr. POLK. I will withdraw my motion for 
Mr. STANLY. I[ must know what I am called |, the peeeete 5 , 
to vote upon, and therefore | move that the prop- Mr. BROOKS, f J rise to a point of order. I 
ositions be read. desire to inquire if it will be in order to move to 
The motion was put, and agreed to. rostpone this matter to a day certain ¢ 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask a question The SPEAKER. It is not in order during the 
® J i . = ‘ E f ’ 


before the reading commences, and before the pre- ere of the demand for the previous ques- 
ion. 


Mr. BROOKS. 1 beg to call the attention of 
the Chair to a decision made by him on the 27th 
of February upon this very point. When the 


tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to propose 
to strike out “the Judiciary Committee,”’ and to 
insert **the Cofimittee on Printing,’’? and that sacl Al meee befote the 22 ty =f ee 
that amendment was accepted by the gentleman || J°UNY ‘ane bul was up ener prialipr fh icc Soho 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.] Is that so? decided that, after ademand for the previous ques- 
Mr BROWN of Mississippi No: T did nbt tion upon the final passage of the bill, a motion to 

é N, of Mississippi. No; 


tit. postpone to a day certain was in order, From 
Me that decision an appeal was taken, and the Chair 
r. ORR. That amendment is now pending. sunenmenieteiieand tele tin, Bhan 
The Clerk then read the various propositions ae $9 Raab 
: : ees :MBER. ‘The Chair has since reversed that 
The question being upon seconding the demand =e uaen., The Cha 
. . . .810n. 
arevio l y s ’ * . -1 , a oe ‘ . 
for the eet eerees, Wee Pa and, on a The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chair 
division, there were—ayes 84, noes 58. i for tl : 
Mr. BRIGGS d ded tell \ i was, that a demand for the previous question, or 
T i emanded tellers on the second. | the ordering of the main question, did not cut off 
u ellers were phcahyy and Messrs. Brooxs and | » motion to postpone to aday certain. Sincethat 
th » tathabe a ed , eer aera being put, | time, however, the Chair has reversed that decis- 
re tellers reported—ayes 86, noes 43. a hie » then briefl ed 
; 7 ion, for reasons which he then briefly stated. 
, > acd ’ ‘ ‘ o?. 
So the previous question received a second. The Chair is now very clear in the opinion that 
The question being, ‘‘ Shall the main question | after the demand for the previous question has 
| be now put ?”’— been made, a motion to postpone to a day certain 
Mr. DOTY demanded the yeas and nays. cannot be maze. 
/ Mr. FITCH. Iam confident there is amisap- || Mr. BROOKS. Dol understand the Chair to 
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decide that a motion to postpone to a day certain 
18 not in order? 
The SPEAKER. Itis not, for the reason that 
the demand for the previous question is pending. 
Mr. BROOKS. 
was reversed the other = 


The SPEAKER. 


But that decision of the Chair | 


If the gentleman from New | 


York will allow the Chair, he will say that the | 
gentleman has not stated the decision to which he | 


alludes correctly. 


lent to the present one. ‘There wasthen a motion 


pending to postpone to a day certain, —— 
which the previous question was demanded and 


seconded, and the main « 
be put. 
question did not cut off the motion to postpone. 
That was the decision to which the gentleman 
refers, and the circumstances of the case were to- 
tally unlike the present. \ 
pending in this case when the previous question 
was demanded—none whatever. 
the Chair is, that no new motion can be made to 
amend, to commit, or to postpone while the pre- 
vious question is pending. 

Mr. BROOKS. After the main question has 
been ordered to be put, will it not be in order then 
to make the motion? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. No such mo- 
tion can be made during the operation of the pre- 
vious question. In the other case, which has been 
alluded to, the question was, whether the ordering 


That was not a case equiva- | 


ee was ordered to | 
The Chair then decided that the previous | 


No such motion was | 


The decision of | 


of the main question affected a motien pending | 


before it was ordered. Since that time, however, 
the Chair has become satisfied that his decision 
was incorrect according to parliamentary law. 

Mr. BROOKS. I have no doubt the decision 
of the Chair is correct. I wish only to know 
how to be guided in future. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair is willing to have 
his decision criticised, corrected, or exposed to the 
House. 

Mr. DOTY. I will withdraw my demand for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I desire to 
inquire of the Chair, whether, if the main ques- 
tion is not ordered to be put, the question will not 
come up again to-morrow and every succeeding 
day, until it is disposed of? 

The SPEAKER. It will come up to-morrow. 

Mr. MARSHALL. ‘Then it cannot alter the 
question at all, if it is postponed. 

The main question was then ordered to be put— 
ayes 104, noes not counted. 

Mr. POLK. I believe now, that by the decis- 
ion of the Chair, a motion to lay the whole mat- 
ter on the table is in order. I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. As there has been no action 


by the House affecting the proposition before the 


House, since a similar motion was made and voted | 
down, the Chair repeats the decision made some | 


weeks ago, by him, upon that point, that the mo- 
tion is not, at this time, in order. 
Mr. POLK. If 1 am not mistaken, there has 


been two distinct votes taken since the other mo- 


tion, to lay upon the table, was voted down. 
The SPEAKER. There has been no amend- 


ment voted on, no vote upon sending it to a com- | 


mittee, nor anything which would be likely to 
change the disposition of the House with reference 
to it; and upon that ground, the Chair decides 
that the motion is not in order. That has been 
his decision heretofore, and he is disposed to ad- 
here to it, unless overruled by the House. 

Mr. STANLY. Is it not now in order to move 
to postpone to a day certain? 

The SPEAKER. Not in the opinion of the 
Chair. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. As we have 
srogressed thus far in this business, and as we 
ave been always taking steps backward at every 
opportunity, I move to reconsider the vote just 
taken, by which the main question was ordered 
to be put, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table—if the motion is in order—so that we 
cannot retrograde in our action. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

The question was put, and the motion to recon- 
sider was laid upon the table. 

Mr. GORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I propose to 
address the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled to 
one hour to close the debate. 

Mr, CLINGMAN. I rise to a point of order. 


The Chair will recollect that it has been twice de- | 


THE CONGR 


| appeal upon the table. 


cided, the present session, that, upon a motion to 
refer, that right did not arise. I also make the 
further point, that the gentleman from Indiana, | 
yesterday, declared to the House that he had made 
no report from the Committee on Printing, and if 
such was the fact he has no right to close debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But the House decided that 
he did make a report. 

Mr. POLK. desire to say to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, that he appealed to me yes- 
terday, and I withdrew the motion to lay upon the 
table, in order to give him an opportunity to make 
a speech. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I am aware of that. I 
know that it is a well-settled question, that the 
chairman of the committee has the right to be heard 
before the question is finally disposed of; but I 
doubt whether he can do so upon the motion to 
refer. 

The SPEAKER. The 34th rule provides that 

‘*No member shall occupy more than one hour in debate 
in the House or Committee; but a member reporting the 


measure under consideration from a committee may open | 
and close debate.”’ 


The Chair thinks that, under this rule, he has 
no discretion, and overrules the point of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Lappeal from that decis- 
ion, and upon it I ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move to lay the 

The Speaker has decided 

this matter as his predecessor did. 

The question was put, and the appeal was or- | 
dered to lie upon the table. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr.GORMAN. I did not intend again toaddress 
the House upon this subject, after the brief expla- 
nation | gave when | made what has been deter- 
mined by the House to be a report. A disposi- 
tion upon the part of the House was manifested 
to hear what the Committee on Printing had done | 
in relation to this matter. Whisperings went 
round this Hall, that there was something behind | 
the committee did not desire to have made known. 


My own honor, as [ then stated, and the honor of || 


the committee, demanded that I should report the 
facts of the case to the House, for its information. 
1 was not instructed by the joint committee to 
make that report, and [ did not intend that it | 
should be considered as a regular report from that 
committee. Ido not propose now to go into the | 
general merits. I have a few things, however, 
that I desire to say, and I shall endeavor to con- 
fine myself as much as possible to the points 
which ! desire the House to hear me upon. 

W hat is the state of things in relation to this 
matter now? The Committee on Printing, under 
the law which has been read over and over again 


| during this debate, have the power to remedy any 


' men will bear with me. 


neglect that may occur on account of the inability 
of the public printer to execute his contract. That | 
committee, by a unanimous vote, as has been 
stated to the House, declared that Mr. Hamilton, 
the public printer, had failed to execute his con- 
tract in almost every particular, and there was no 
remedy left them but to adopt such measures as 
their judgment in the premises mightdictate. Un- | 
der the power given them, they did execute that 
judgment in the best manner they could under the | 
circumstances. But it so happened, as the com- | 
mittee was constituted, that no one could com- 
mand the votes of a majority of the committee; 
and, consequently, the printing which the publie 
printer had neglected to execute, was not taken 
from him. We found that some seventy-six of 
your reports, which had been placed in the hands 
of the public printer, had never been touched; we 
found that of all the work which had been pre- | 
sented to the committee for their examination, not | 
a single copy came up to the requirements of the 
contract. In view,then, of the total failure of the 
public printer to execute his contract, the commit- 
tee deemed it their duty to adopt measures to get 
someone else in his place to do what he could not 
or would not do. This, I suppose, will sufficiently 
explain the reasons for our acticn. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, of the motives which have 
been attributed to that committee, | have some- 
thing to say; and, if I deal in words which bear | 
as strongly upon others as the implications of 
others have upon this committee, I trust gentle- 
And, if the language I 
shall use towards them shall hurt, they know | 
where it comes from. That is understood. 


ESSIONAL GLOB 


, ae a Pe 
|| a view of accomplishing a part 
Selves, but that Donelson & Armstrong, 


| end. 
| from North Carolina [{Mr. 


E. 





. 
April 16, 
‘ Purpose to plyn- 
der the public Treasury; not thet the obinecinte 
proposed to plunder the public Treasury they, 


and the 
ON to this 
gentleman 
: Ciiveman] to say. 
Now, sir, | do not know what understandino 
have taken place between the editor of the Re 


editor of the Republic, proposed a coali 
That is what I understand the 


may 


pub 


_ lic and the editors of the Union; but I wish to say 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, that the 


Committee on Printing never consulted wii) 
Gideon & Co., not one word was ever heard from 
them. No one was consulted with, except Po 

elson & Armstrong, from the beginning to the end 


| so far as my knowledge extends, unless some 


| of contention before the country. 


Whig member of that committee may have eo) 

sulted with others in private. If they did, it neye, 
came to the knowledge ef the committee, as a com, 

mittee, nor to me individually, This subject of 
public printing, therefore, has always been ‘a bons 
c Now, I say 
again, that that committee have been acting upo; 
this matter for two months. They have been tev. 
ing to adopt some measure to remedy this negler: 


| for more thantwo months. For myself, I can Say 


to the gentleman from North Carolina, {M, 
Cuineman,] that I have, from the beginning, and 
until the last final vote was taken, voted agains: 
the Republic. That last and final vote was giver 


| the day before I reported what I did to this House 


I have continued rather faithful against them, than 
faithful for them, for I had been voting for others 


| to have this patronage from first to last. 





| in accordan¢e with his contract. 





| 
j 
| 
} 


| (Mr. Crrweman] that he has failed ? 


| no such proposition. 


| ita fair test. 


Whatever Boyd Hamilton could not do under 
his aida aaakaeanes he would fail to do—tha: 
part, and that part alone, did I ever think we had 
a right to give to anybody else. Now, the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. CLINGMAN] says 
that we undertake to impose upon this House » 
public printer without consulting them. Is that 
the record? We undertake to propose to certain 
orinters in the city of Washinton to do—what 
Mo do some work which the public printer has 
failed or neglected to do. How do you know 
says my honorable friend from North Carolina, 
Have we 
not examined the specimens? Have we not ex- 
amined the copies which he furnished to us? 
Have we not examined the character and style 0! 


|| the printing, the impression, the ink, the pape: 


That is our business, and if we had failed in thar, 
we should have been derelict in our duty, and | 
should have failed to recognize in myself a prinei- 
ple which | would apply to others, and I should have 


| failed to do that myself which | denounced others 
| for not doing, if I had not looked to the type, the 
| press-work, the ink, the paper, and everything, to 


see whether or not it complied with the contract. 
Then, have we undertaken to elect a public print- 
er? I understand that when you propose to elect 
a public printer, you propose to give into his hands 
the whole printing of Congress. We have made 
A decided majority of the 
Printing Committee, so far as I have understood 
them, are in favor of giving the contract system a 
full and fair test; and, from the indications in this 
House, I should judge that there is a majority in 
this House in favor of giving that contract system 
a fair test. The gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. Crmeman] insists that it will not be giving 
He tells the House that the action 
of the committee will destroy the contract system, 
when that committee comes up and says that this 
public printer shall have every job that he can do 
When we show 
in that report that he has failed to do it—when we 
show that we do not propose to give to any one 
else a single job, except what he fails or neglect: 


| to do, in the language of the law, we also say that 
| we intend to hold him to a strict accountability 


upon his bond. We say that the next remedy is, 


| to pat that bond in suit, to recover whatever excess 


we have to pay. We are carrying out thie letter 
of the law, precisely as you have directed us. 
The law of the land has prescribed those duties. 
It says that your public printer shall be held re- 
sponsible for any excess paid for printing, whic! 
he has failed or neglected to perform, over his 
contract price. We propose to hold him respon- 
sible for this excess, if we have to pay any. 

But the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Curwemay,] in the face of these facts, says to the 


It has been said that this committee acted with || House that we are undertaking to destroy the con- 
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tract system, and that if we are not undertaking to 
destroy the contract system, he says the practical 
effect of our action will be to destroy it. ow can 
shat be the effect of ouraction, if we hold this man re- 
sponsible, asthe law requires? Butgentlemen upon 
‘his floor from that side of the House, come to me 
nd say, if we hold this poor man to his contract, 
mder the law, he will be ruined, and other inno- 
-ent persons will be ruined. We have come up 
to the stern letter of the law, and have cast aside 
| questions of clemency and mercy, supposing 
shat merey to be in your hands, but not in ours. 
We have met the question boldly in the face, and 
we have said that the contract shall be carried out 
in accordance with the instructions which that law 
lays down. Yet this House has been told that 
we have attempted to do away with the contract 
We deemed that we had no power to 


system. 
do so. 

In the next place the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Curneman] says that we have of- 
»red a resolution which the former chairman of 
the Committee on Printing [Mr. Bortanp] re- 

ted, but that we adopted another and different 

vuurse. Certainly we did; and had the gentleman 
exercised his usual sagacity, he would have seen 
the reason forit. When the proposition was first 
nade to give the FuTURE printing to some one be- 
ide the contractor, the question immediately 
sprung up, whether or not we had the power to 
do that. The gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Haven,] one of the members of the committee, 
who has the reputation of being as good a lawyer 
is any other in the country, suggested that it was 
doubtful whether that power could be exercised by 
the committee. What did we do? Persist in 
doing a thing about which there was a doubt of 
our power todo? No! Weconceived, therefore, 
that we had no power to make this transfer forthe 
future printing. _ Whatever the contractor fails or 
ieglects to do of the printing that is ordered now, 
iccording to his contract, we may make arrange- 
ments to have done. That was our argument 
there; itis our argument here, and | am satisfied 
it convinces everybody here. The gentleman 
himself must know that that motive operated 
upon Us, 

If the motive had operated upon us to go con- 
trary to the law, and to carry out a resolution 
which the gentleman says was contrary to our 
power, tuca he would have come up here and have 
said that we exercised a power not granted by the 
law, and he would have sustained it, too. 
discovered the error ourselves. We retraced our 
steps. We adopted the very language of the law, 
and reported that to the country, ‘to remedy any 
neglect of the public printer to comply with his 
contract.’? There we stopped. That gentleman and 
this House is convinced that we controlled our ac- 
tion precisely according to the letter of our power, 
and went not oneinch beyond it. Our powers asa 
committee are laid down clearly in the law of 1846, 
which reads as follows: 


‘And be it further resolved, That a commnittee, consist- 
ing of three members of the Senate and three members of 
the House of Representatives, shall be chosen by their re- 
spective Houses, which shall constitute a Committee on 
Printing, which shall have power to adopt such measures 
as shall be deemed necessary to remedy any neglect or de- 
lay on the partof the contractor to execute the work ordered 
by Congress, and to make a pro rata reduction in the com- 
pensation allowed, or to refuse the work altogether, should 
it be deemed inferior to the standard ; and in all cases, the 
contractor and his securities shall be responsible for any 
inereased expenditure consequent upon the non-perform- 
ance of the contract. The committee shall audit and pass 
upon all accounts for printing, but no bill shall be acted upon 
for work that is not actually executed and delivered, and 
which they may require to be properly authenticated. ”’ 


Now, sir, after carefully perusing this law, and 
the powers granted, and the duties enjoined, it 
would take more than the gentleman’s declaration, 
here or elsewhere, to convince me that there isa 
man upon this floor, of any party, who believes 
that the committee has transcended its powers in 
any single point, or in any contingency. I do not 
believe a word of it, when the pretense is set up 
that we exceeded our powers. Vou do believe, in 
my opinion, that we have done exactly what the 
letter of the law authorized ustodo. He says, 
that, for political purposes, we undertook to give 
it to Donelson & Armstrong. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) Will the 
zentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. GORMAN, IfI have misrepresented the 
gentleman, I will. 


| because their names are inserted here. 


| a political foe, in preference to that foe. 


But we | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. My remark as to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] being influ- 
enced by political bias, was founded upon a state- 
ment which I read from the Congressional Globe. 
It is from the gentleman’s speech upon the census 
printing. I will read but a few sentences: 

**T ask my friend what more there is in this transrction ? 
Donelson & Armstrong are to do it, and it is complained 
I tell you, if that 
contract can be given them, so far as my influence and vote 
go, they shall have it. Why will I select them in prefer- 
ence to other Democrats? I will do so, [ tell my friends, 
because they are the organs of the Democratic party. Is 
that plain enough? Is that understood ?”’ 

These are the grounds upon which I based my 
remarks. 

Mr. GORMAN. I repeat them now, and I 

never uttered a sentiment more true than that. 
The gentleman has not driven me from the record. 
I stand there yet, and the man who tells me that 
he is not a party man, he is, as I stated before, a 
kind of animal that I have not often seen in human 
shape in this country. But I had the candor to 
come out on that occasion, and state buldly that I 
would give it to a political friend, where | could 
do it upon terms equally fair as those offered by 
And | 
apprehend that there is nota man upon the Whig 
side of the House, who would not have done the 
same thing, if the consideration upon each side 
were equal. 

But to the point. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Ciinegman] says I! was actuated by 
political motives. The first motive which actuated 
me was fo discharge my duty, and to place the pub- 
lic printing before the country. The next motive 
was to look about and see whom we could get to 
perform the work, as the public printer had 
failed to perform it in obedience to his contract. 

Was that a legitimate step? What other step 
could we have taken, than to look about and see 
who could perform the duty that your public 
printer had failed to perform? Was not that the 
next legitimate duty of the committee? It was. 
Then comes up the question, to whom shall it be 
given? First, the committee considered and pro- 
posed to give it to A, B, C, &-. To whom 
could we give it? Almost every printer in the city 
of Washington was proposed. There could be no 
concurrence of opinion. Asa matter of course, 
in obedience to what I said before, in my speech 
| upon the census printing, | preferred to give the 
contract to a political friend, instead of to a politi- 
cal foe, where the terms were equal. I acted upon 
| that principle, and I shall continue to act upon 
that principle. 

In the next place, what did we do? We laid 
down the prices that we agreed to give. Those 
prices were those contained in the recent bid of 
Tobe C. Rives. The gentleman says that John 

C. Rives’s bid was higher than that of Towers. 
I have said that | proposed Towers’s bid; but I 
was satisfied, by a calculation, by deducting the 
sixty-nine per cent. upon the long numbers, that 
Rives’s bid was the cheapest to the country, and 
acting under that conviction, I accordingly agreed 
to that bid. 

What next, sir? Why, it is now stated in this 
morning’s Globe, by Mr. Rives, that his bid was 
| higher than Towers’s. If it is, Mr. Rives led his 

friends, and myself particularly, into an error; for 

he published, over his own signature, and in his 
own paper, of 13th December, 1851, as follows: 

* As I am the lowest bona fide bidder for the greatest por- 
tion of the printing of Congress, and have made ample 
preparation to exegute all that may devolve upon me, I 
have felt it my duty to assert my claim; and | herewith 
tender as security, Messrs. John W. Maury and George 
Parker, of this city—as sufficient men as can be found any 
where—who are prepared, as you will see by the inclosed, 
to enter into bond for the execution of this work , according 
to the terms of your advertisement and my bid. 

‘‘T am ready to verify the statements of this note by tes 
timony before you. Butif, as agents for letting the print- 
ing of Congress, you should not determine to set aside a 
sham bid in favor of the bona fide injured bidder, (a:eord- 
ing to the usage in the Executive Departments of this Gov- 
ernment,) but choose, rather, to submit the matter to the 
body immediately interested, I beg leave respectfully to 

| solicit, through you, an investigation of the case by a com- 
mittee of Congress.”’ 

[ can say to you, and to this House, that if my 
vote controls it, that contract goes to no man that 
does not agree to do it as cheaply as any respon- 
| sible bidder under the law. Gideon & Co., or 

Donelson & Armstrong, have never proposed to 
| have a stipulated price over and above either 

Rives’s or Towers’s bid. They did not ask the 
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committee to give them this or that price. They 
only asked the committee for the printing, if any 
one but the contractor got the work. Indeed, 
Gideon & Co. never asked the committee for any- 
thing, that I know of. I asked the committee, in 
behalf of Donelson & Armstrong, for it. But I 
tell this House that Gideon & Go.’s hands are 
clean of this, They never talked to me, and I did 
not know Mr. Gideon until after the final vote was 
taken. If there has been any coalition on the 
part of the Printing Committee, they could, and 
more readily would have coalesced, as a matter of 
course, with some other printer than that of the 
Republic. 

But, sir, let me look one moment at this ques- 

tion, as presented by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Crineman,] and the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown;} for I conceive, of 
all the speeches made upon this subject, that gen- 
tleman {Mr. Criweman] has presented the most 
unfair issues. He has presented them with that 
degree of force which usually characterizes his 
ability upon the floor, but he did it in that kind of 
iron-heeled way which would seem to carry that 
imperium in imperio manner that I do not think 
proper to submit to. When any gentleman un- 
dertakes to charge coalition, their hands should be 
clean. It is said, sir, in law, that when you come 
into a court of justice for equity, you must come 
in first with clean hands. Now, sir, how did we 
give this printing to these two men? The Na- 
tional Intelligencer was one of the public presses 
of the Whig party. The Southern Press was a 
kind of ** quasi’’ organ of the South, of what is 
called State-Rights men; and | have one word 
upon that question of State-Rights to say, at the 
proper time. I believe the Southern Press is com- 
vosed of one Whig and one Democratic editor. | 
velieve Mr. De Leon was always a Whig, and | 
have never heard that he has changed. Now, as 
to this coalition, if there had been a disposition 
on the part of the committee to make a coalition 
they had the opportunity tendered them by the 
Southern Press. I state to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, from information, that a distin- 
ruished and worthy Southern gentleman, the editor 
of a newspaper in Columbus, Georgia, came to this 
place, and propositions and arrangements were 
upon foot, as | have understood, for the purpose 
of making him editor of the Southern Press. | 
have also understood that he was to come out and 
declare his acquiescence in the compromise, and 
declare himself in favor of the nominee of the 
Democratic party. He used the above words in 
conjunction with Southern menas I learn. Could 
not there have been an alliance here that would 
have suited part of the opposition of this House? 
and could not part of the public printing have been 
given to them? Could we not have made such an 
arrangement as that? I say we could, as I have 
been informed. 

But, sir, that gallant man, General Armstrong, 
who has stood the fire that tried men’s souls, and 
who bears upon his person the marks of his coun- 
try’s foes, rejected it. Not because the associa- 
tion would have been disagreeable personally, but 
because he wanted to avoid any combinations that 
might be charged as coalitions. I, sir, was op- 
posed to any alliance with any press, North or 
South, East or West, but the Democratic organ. 
You would have had an alliance here, if you had 
taken the editor of the Columbus Times, as I learn. 
If you could have had him at the head of the South- 
ern Press, you would, in my opinion, have been 
satisfied, and we would not have been compelled 
to answer the charge brought against us here, of 
bargaining and coalescing. The extremes might 
then have been satisfied. Possibly the Abolition 
organ’s friends—the National Era—might have yet 
been refractery without a slice. That is the first 
start of all this coalition, and the first thing I ever 
heard of it was, that it wasgejected by one ot the pro- 

yrietors of the Union. On the other hand, I did not 

lap of Mr. Fisher, or Mr. De Leon making 2 sug- 
gestion in reference to this matter; but I afterwards 
learned tha! such suggestions were being made qui- 
etly in the rotunda, at the National Hotel, and 
in the street. ‘The proposition crept to the ears of 
gentlemen upon that committee, that Fisher would 
like to have a slice. And now, sir, owing to that 
failure, possibly, I see the two gentlemen from 

North Carolina, and some other,gentlemen on 

this floor, whom I could name, of extreme opin- 

ions upon the doctrine of State-Rights, attacking 
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Donelson & Armstrong, right and left, and for no | 
other reason, as I am induced to believe, than that | 


they had opposed the action of the Nashville dis- 


union convention, and would not submit to the | 
doctrine of the right of secession without cause, | 


and at the will and pleasure of a State. 


The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. | 
Cxiiweman] would not have me call him a Dis- | 


unionist, for I suppose that he would deny it in 
its offensive sense. 


the friends of the compromise if they can. I 


know that most of the so-called State-Rights men | 


are sound and thorough Democrats. But, sir, we 


ought not and cannot submit to be ruled or ruined | 


by a small section of the party any more; we have 


felt this before, and have been defeated by it, and | 


yet have tolerated their recreancy; but I bid adieu 


to the hopes of success if it has to be purchased | 


at the expense of our long-established principles. 


Defeat is much better than success, if we are to | 
be dragooned into a toleration of factions and fa- | 
The gentleman from | 


yatics, North or South. 
North Carolina led off the last Congress with de- 
nunciations, strong, loud, and burning against this 
glorious Union. Sir, the first voice that was 


heard here last Congress sending denunciations | 
against this Union, and the action of this Govern- | 


ment under the Constitution of the country, came 
from that gentleman from North Carolina, 
war he has kept up with a perseverance worthy 
of a better and more patriotic cause; up to this 
hour he stands here ready to destroy the harmony 
of both the great parties of the country, his object 
being seen only in the distance. Sir, paruies are 
essentially necessary in a liberal Government like 
ours—they hold in check the usurpation of power; 
they check the extravagance of Government; they 
act as censors over each other’s error; and are 
calculated to stimulate all to a higher national pa- 
triotism. He may say he loves this Union, = 
he has a very exalted opinion of a Southern Con- 
federacy. His acts, his record, his conversation, 
are all to that point, and have been ever since I 
have known him. I would liketo know now where 
is the combination? I see a cordiality between 
these extremes that is big with meaning whenever 
any question comes up involving, directly or indi- 
rectly, or even by implication the compromise 
measures of the last Congress—my friend from 
New York, (Mr. Kine,} with Gippines & Co., 
and the Southern extremes, cheek-by-jowl, in fra- 
ternal coéperation, to proscribe and putaside Don- 
elson & Armstrong, who are known to be as true 
men and as true Democrats as any in the land. 


Sir, if these elements are to triumph, and every | 


Democrat ia to come under their ban, defeat is pref- 
erable by far. 
of acquiescence in these measures, if it is to give 
them power to proscribe whom they please. In 
this coalition the venerable gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Gippines] has been faithful, and promises 
fair to keep the faith. Keep the faith, my veuera- 
ble friend! [Laughter.]} be faithful to your in- 
stincts. 

Sir, where is the next coalition? The gentle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] who prides 
himself upon his ultra Southern views, after he 
had made his speech the other day, and had charged 
coalition upon this subject, who came up and al- 
most enveloped him in their eager arms? Why, 
the honorable gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Presron Kina,] the leader of the Free-Soil party, 
and the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Ranrout,] and the honorable gentleman over 
the way, (Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania.] All 
were cordial to him indeed, and after he concluded 
hia remarks, their cordiality seemed most delight- 
ful, and the association highly agreeable. What 
coalition is this, sir? A coalition of gentlemen, 
not to break down the Republic—for when I come 
to Democratic gentleméh of these ultras North 
and South, and ask if they wil! sustain Donelson 
& er re of the only Democratic 
press of the siropolis, if we give out a portion 
of this printing to them which the printer fai!s to 
execute, and which we have under the law the 
power to give, they answer invariably No, no, no. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


oe a —= 
|| ‘right, however, must depend upon the cay 


| 
} 
} 
| 


But the gentlemen who have | 
been known as Secessionists or State-Rights Se- | 
cessionists, it seems are determined to proscribe 


That | 


It is folly to hearken to professions | 


| Who does the printing cheapest? 


Donelson & Armstrong, who are known to be | 
sound, consistent, faithful, talented Democrats. | 
Where did you learn that Democracy that would | 
not permit acommittee of your House to give a fair | 
} 
} 


contract, at reasonable prices, to a political friend 
on equal terms with others? But if it is too high or 
too extravagant a price, you have a right to object 
to it as guardians of the public Treasury of your 
country. But, sir,do you deny that the Aboli- 
tionists upon this floor, and such gentlemen occu- 
pying such extreme. grounds as the gentleman 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Cuineman,| and my 
friend Mr. Venasue, and such gentlemen on the 
other extreme of this House, intend to break down 
Donelson & Armstrong? 

Mr. VENABLE. I would simply ask my 
friend-—— 

Mr. GORMAN, I meant you as well as the 
others; but do not take much of my time. 

Mr. VENABLE. I rarely take anybody’s 
time. I will merely say, sir, that if the Free- 
Soilers and Southern-Rights men would combine 
and keep people from plundering the Treasu- 
ry, that they are a more honest party than those 
who combine to Jet men in the Treasury, either at 
the gable-end or at the door. 

Mr. POLK. Does the gentleman intend to 
make the slightest imputation that that was done | 
by the other party ? 

Mr. VENABLE. I made no allusion to the | 
gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. POLK. I ask the question—having voted | 
that way—and I demand to know. 1] 

Mr. VENABLE. As to the demand made to || 
me, I have just this reply to make to it: My | 
friend from Indiana tells me that he alluded to me | 


| as.one willing to break down the Government, 


Mr.GORMAN. The Union office, I said; and | 
pretty nearly the Union, too. 
Mr. VENABLE. I amresponsible to my con- | 
stituents, and to no one else, upon that subject. | 
Mr. GORMAN. lam speaking to them, too, | 


Mr. VENABLE. I will say to the gentleman 


i! 
and I wish them to hear what I say. I} 
it 
i} 


from Tennessee, that I do not impute any improper || 
I seek no collision, personally, || 
| with any individual. But I say to my friend from 


motives to him. 


Indiana, if he has undertaken to make a coalition 
between Free-Soilers and those whom he is pleased 
to call extreme Southern-Rights gentlemen from 
the South, whose purpose is that the public money | 
should not be comed for the public printing, I 

shall be proud to coéperate with anybody who | 
will save the hard earnings of my constituents 

from any such operation. A grave old man in 

my country had an account to settle with one of || 
his neighbors, who, meeting him one day, said: || 
**Caleb, you are a cursed rascal, and I can whip | 
you.”? ‘**No,’’ replied the old man, ‘*[ am no | 
rascal; and supposing that [ am a raseal, and you | 
can whip me, that does not settle the account. | 
Let us settle the account before we settlethe other || 
two questions. Whether I ama cursed rascal, or | 
not, you will have to settle the account at last.” || 
And all I ask of you, is to settle the account. | 
i If the Free- | 
Svilers and State-Rights men are unwilling to put 

it out to the highest bidder, and, instead of that, 

will give it to the lowest bidder, and are willing | 
to save the hard earnings of the working people, | 
[ will follow in that company. 





Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman is highly 
patriotic on this especial occasion. But I was )| 
upon the point of saying, what! now will carry || 
out, that it is the determination rp the gentlemen 
composed of what is called the Disunion and Se- || 
cession, or State-Rights party—I care not by || 
what name they go—to break down the organ of || 
the Democratic party, so called, edited by Donelson | 
& Armstrong, because they oppose the doctrines || 
of the Nashville Convention; and if they fall, I || 
say I will fall with them. . I tell gentlemen, I go | 
for the doctrine of State-Rights as far as any party || 
who understand themselves, that are not inclined || 
to be disunionists per se. How fardo I go? 1 hold 
‘** That a State, or any other great portion of the 
‘ people, suffering ele? long and intolerable op- | 
‘ pression, and having tried all constitutional rem- || 
‘edies without the hope of redress, may have a 


LOBE. 


'*as derived from the reserved sovereignty of the 
| * States, | am prepared to recognize.’ 


| 
| 
| 


¥ 7 7% ‘ se 
‘which may justify its exercise.’ . 


And, “I admit the right of a State to secede for 
* just cause, to be determined by herself,”’ 

** Being a party to the compact which the Con. 
‘stitution forms, she has the right which al! other 
* parties to the compact possess, to determine for 
‘herself when, where, and how the provisions of 
‘that compact have been violated. The right ofa 


| ‘State to secede in case of oppression or ‘a ross 


‘and palpable violation of her constitutional rights 
. 5 


‘* In such case ‘ each State,’ in the language of the 


| * Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1798 and 


* 1799, ‘is to be the judge, not only of the infrac- 
‘tions, but the mode and measure of redress.’ 


| *In the next place, would the citizens of the se- 


* ceding State be liable to the penalties of treason? 
‘I answer, no. ‘In my opinion nu man com- 


| ‘mits treason who acts in obedience to the laws 


‘and authorities of a regularly organized Govern- 


| ‘ment, such as we recognize our State govern- 
| *ments to be. 


999 


In reply to my friend, (Mr. Asue,] whether 


| the General Government can use force to compel 
| such a State to submission, involves too many 


other material questions which my time will not 


|| allow me now to answer as I would desire. | 


will, however, say that the other States would cer- 


| a have a right to levy war upon her as she 
d 


would upon any other foreign Power. 
Therefore, in this view of the case, the exercise 
of this right by any one or two States of this Con- 


|| federacy must necessarily involve them and the 


other States in a war. On the other hand, I 
utterly deny the right of secession by a State with- 


| out. just cause, or merely at her own will and 
| pleasure; for example, I utterly eer 


the right of 
a State to set up as an excuse that she can form a 
better and more advantageous alliance with a 
foreign Government, and for this cause secede, or 
merely by saying she is tired of the association. 
But she must exhaust all her legal and consti- 
tutional remedies for redress before this right 
begins. If it were otherwise, our constitutional 
Government would be a mere rope of sand, liable 


' to fall to pieces at any moment. 


Mr. VENABLE. That is good State-Rights 
doctrine enough for me. 

Mr. HILLYER. That is my doctrine. 

Mr. FREEMAN. That is my doctrine. 

Mr. GORMAN. Here, Mr. Speaker, is State- 


Rights men and Union men all around me, saying 
| that this is good enough State-Rights principles 


for them. ‘Then, pray, what do they differabout? 
This is the doctrine of the Washington Union; 
this is the doctrine of General Jackson; this is the 
doctrine of Governor Cobb, of Georgia; for the 
above quotations are from General Jackson and 
Governor Cobb, copied word for word. Where 
is the man who goes further? Does any member 
upon this floor? I suppose there area few ex- 
treme men of the South who do, but I apprehend 
they are not very numerous. 

Hew, sir, although these facts are, or ought to 
be, known to these Southern men, yet they seem 


determined to proscribe the Democratic press at 
| this national capital—the Union—because the 
| editors of that paper have not seen proper to go as 


far as some men upon the subject of secession. I 


| deny the right of a State to secedeat will. She is 


to be the judge herself of her wrongs, in accord- 
ance with the natural right which every people pos- 


sess. And I say, that the very doctrine I have laid 


down here, is laid down in the Washington Union, 
verbatim et literatim,and my Southern friends come 
up here and denounce it. They refuse to read, it 
would seem, what the editors have said upon that 


subject. My honorable friend from Virginia [Mr. 


Meape] was present when | expressed my sentt- 
ments inthis manner once before, in the presence of 
the distinguished gentleman from Georgia, [Gover- 
nor Cobb,] and in that doctrine he coincided fully. 
Another gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Bocock,]| 
entertaining extreme views, says that he acqui- 
esces in this position. It is sustained by the 
‘© Washington Union.” Itis the doctrine of Jack- 
son, Jefferson, and Madison. Yet, sir, they have 


Of course Whig gentlemen, upon that side, will undertaken to break down Donelson & Armstrong, 


/and they have done it under the supposition or 
|| pretense that this paper is not advocating the sound 
Etate-Rights doctrine. I say that that paper has 
‘| advocated State-Rights in its true sense, and to 


|‘natural right, when their happiness can be no 
not vote for them alone. Now, they say, they | ‘ otherwise secured, and when they can do so with- 
will not agree to give patronage to friend or | ‘ out greater injury to others, to absolve themselves 
foe, unless they let them alone in their extreme | ‘from their obligations to the Government, and 
doctrines; especially do they propose to vote against || ‘ appeal to the last resort. The existence of this 
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the full satisfaction of nearly all, when properly | have in their support. I will die hard. I wish || injustice, and fails to fulfill his contract, the remedy 
understood, excepting those who afkirm the right || them to know, that struggling for this glorious ot the United States is an action os jaw against 
ef secession as an absolute, unconditional right || Union and for our glorious Democratic party, that | the contractor and his sureties. The action of the 
at will. That, I apprehend, many of you have || they will be surrounded by those who will stand || committee, within the power thus delegated to them 
never done. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. forward as martyrs to the last hour. I hold no | by the law of 1846, 1s an action full, complete 
Bococx] says that they have not done it. . Sir, if || political association with men who are disunionists | and effectual for the purposes for which that law 
secession is to be tolerated as a right, to be exer- || perse. 1 hold no political association with men who | was intended. If Copgress wish to stop that 
cised at will, and without first resorting to all con- || undertake te proscribe this press because its editor || committee in their action, it must, by a joint reso- 
stitutional remedies, you have got no bond of || will not say that the fugitive slave law ought not | lution, annul and repeal the law. If this House 
Union whatever, nor have you any security for || to be executed, and is all wrong. ‘The opposition | think that this committee, in the exercise of the 
the permanency of this Union for a day. and assaults come from that quarter, also. That | powers thus delezated to them, are doing injustice 
Mr. FREEMAN. The Nashville Convention || is true in every word and syllable. 1 have some || either to the contractor, or are failing to do justice 
adopted a resolution that a State had the right to || little right to speak to my Southern friends; for no || to the interests of the United States, it is compe- 
secede at its own pleasure; and the Southern- || man went further than | did in the last Congress | tent for the House to declare, by resolution, that 
Rights party adopted it as their platform. upon the doctrine of State-Rights, and of opposi- | the committee shal! be discharged, and the matter 
Mr.GORMAN. Ifthey had added ‘for cause”? || ion to the Wilmot proviso and all exclusions of | referred to another committee. It has been sug 
after exhausting all consutauonal remedies for the Southern people. I have the right, therefore, | gested, with a good deal of skill, | admit, that the 
redress, it would have been well enough.™ Can || to say, that if the friends who have acted with me |, respective Houses should choose the committee; 
Southern-Rights gentlemen expect to force me or in this matter are to be proscribed, we willdie hard. || but [ submit to this House that, although the 
the great body of the Northern Democracy into a I say, when we go down, we will pull intoa com- | Speaker constituted the committee, and the House 
support of doctrines so intolerable as the right of || mon grave some others in our firm embrace. 1 acted through the Speaker, yet it is too late for the 
secession at will, without justcause? They ought | am not to be told by the gentleman from Missis- | House now to repudiate the act of the Speaker. 
not totry it. I am confident that my political || sippi that my action here may lead to worse con- || That committee thus constituted, in the fulfillment 
friends do not desire it. I will not act with any || sequences than the emptying of the Treasury, or | of their duty, have entered into a contract, and 
party—I will not be recognized as being connected the dismembering of the Democratic party. 1am || the printing done under that contract is now lying 
with any party—which recognizes the right of || not to be told by the gentleman that it may lead || around upon our tables. It is impossible for the 
secession at will, without cause. That is thedis- | to the dissolution of these United States, withouta || House to go behind the action of the committee. 
union doctrineand policy. Gentlemen entertaining || reply, such as Lhave made. What did he mean | If that action, as I have said before, does injustice 
those opinions are the ones to whom I[allude, when when he spoke of the one hundred thousand men || to the contractor, his remedy is an appeal ‘to the 
] assert that it seems to me that he isa disunionist || who followed or patronized the principles of the || equity of Congress, and it can be done in no other 
per se who promulgates sach intolerable heresy. || Southern Press—the one hundred thousand menfor || way. In my opinion, it seems, then, that the 
Now, what is proposed to be done? The com- || whose action he would not be responsible when || committee have not transcended the powers dele- 
promise has been passed and acquiesced in by the || the Democratic party organizes at Baltimore. As | gated to them by law. 
most extreme men in the South. The ‘* Wash- || [ understand him, he means distinctly that he will Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
ington Union” has acquiesced in it, and the Dem- || not be responsible for their action, and that the | question of order. I wish to know, if itis in order 
ocratic party have acquiesced in it from Maine to | consequences of ouraction nay lead them off from || for the gentleman who has the exclusive privilege 
California—from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Do || the Democratic party, by proscribing the Southern || of the floor for an hour, to give way to the char- 
you expect to ebtain harmony in your ranks if Press. Who proposes, or ever proposed to pro- , man of the Judiciary Committee to make a speech 
you attack Donelson & Armstrong for the reason | scribe that press? If any one ever did, l never || upon an independent question, without any person 
that they do not agree with some of you upon the heard of it. If they do go off fromthe Democratic | having a chance to answer it? 
right of secession? I say that they do, however, || party, it will be upon a question of public print- The SPEAKER. The Chair decided some 
in its true sense, as understood by Jefferson, Mad- || ing, volving indirectly the compromise, and noth- || days ago, that the gentleman upon the floor had 
ison, and Jackson; and that the whole Democratic ing else. It will be because they could not kick || a right to yield for explanation to others, It has 
party of the North will stand substantially by the || Donelson & Armstrong out of position for their || been done by members of the House, from time 
declaration that I have made, which is in the lan- i compromise opinions. The country will under- || to time, and the Chair cannot fix his limit. 
guage of General Jackson. Donelson & Armstrong || stand of what materials these opponents were Mr. McLANAHAN,. ‘The gentleman need 
have been the steadfast, firm, uncompromising || composed, and the country will apply the correct~| not press it. I neither belong tothe Abolitionists 
advocates of the finality of the compromise. From | ive. Mark that! Do they want to go off? We | or Secessionists, and | did not suppose he would 
whence do members upon this floor see this attack || can only suffer defeat ifthey do. And let it come raise such a point. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, — 
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: . oo , 
emanate? From Free-Soilers and Abolitionists, || rather than that compromise men shall go down Mr. MARSHALL. I thought it was out of 
who have with a vengeance been howling upon || for such reasons, when eighteen twentieths of the |, place. 
the track of the editors of the ‘“‘ Union” ever since || sound Democracy are with them; when we know Mr. GORMAN. When I was interrupted, I 


this proposition has been introduced into the || they have stood firm for the last three years try- || was speaking upon the subject of our political re- 
House. Every man advocating extreme doctrines || ing to settle this vexed question of slavery. The || lations to this question. If | have not taken the 
upon the right of secession has howled on their || time,I sincerely pray, has gone by forever when a || proper view of it, it has not been done for the want 
track ever since this matter was hinted at; and if || mere handful of partisans shall again successfully | of any personal respect to the gentlemen with 
they do not make war to the knife, if driven tothe || attempt to force the great body of the Democrat whom I differ, and with whom I am associated— 
wall—if they, Donelson & Armstrong, do not die |; Republican party to tolerate their factious or fa- |, an association which has always been agreeable 
like gallant Democratic men, I willdenounce them || natical views. to me. But facts, and actions, and votes, speak 
as unworthy the name of sound national Demo- || Mr. McLANAHAN. [I think that it becomes || louder than mere words sometimes, and the record 
crats. If they are put down, the country will || necessary that I should interrupt the gentleman | upon this occasion has shown to the country, and 
understand that it has been for that reason. You || from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman,] at this stage of his || | hope that the vote which has been taken, and 
know it. You have put the handwriting upon || remarks; and, as the first question before this || the vote which is to be taken, will show the coun- 
the wall too plain. It cannot be misunderstood, || House is the reference of the bill under consider- || try, the true secret of this attack on the Democratic 
Your ire was kindled up with renewed vengeance || ation, | beg leave to state that, in my humble || organ, although | know there are associated with 
at the ‘* Republic’s’’ being associated with them || judgment, to take this business out of the hands || the opposition many gentlemen who differ with 
in this printing, which has also advocated the final- || of the joint committee, which has been constituted | me upon various points connected with this ques- 
ity of the compromise. The onslaught was first || by Congress for the purpose of attending to this | tion, other than those before stated. But those 
commenced by the gentleman from North Caro- || special subject, would be highly discourteous. || gentlemen, in a body, who have held extreme 
lina, [Mr. Venasue,} by saying that Major Don- | The business of the Judiciary Committee is de- | opinions, North and South, have been acting to- 
elson was the administrator of General Jackson’s || fined in the 87th rule: ‘It shall be the duty of || gether for the same common object——— 

opinions. God grant that I may be following the || ‘ the Committee on the Judiciary to take into con- Mr. VENABLE. I rise to a pomt of order. 
lead of such old fogies as General Jackson; and if || ‘sideration such petitions and matters or things In speaking some time ago about printing the cen- 
Major Donelson oly administers the old hero’s || ‘touching judicial proceedings, as shall be pre- sus, | was called to order for saying not one tenth 
opinions faithfully, he will hold a high seat in the || ‘sented, or may come in question and be referred _ part of what was said by the gentleman from In- 








alfections of the good old time-honored Democ- || ‘to them by the House.”’ diana, [Mr. Gorman,] and I was ruled out of or- 
racy | Mr. SWEETSER. Will the gentleman allow | der, and made to sit down. 

Mr. VENABLE. I said that he was the ad- |} me to propound a question? TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
ministrator of General Jackson’s opinions in his || Mr.GORMAN. Icannot. Thiscolloquy may _ is not properly in order. 
own wrong. | take up my time. Mr. VENABLE. I thought it was not right to 


Mr. McLANAHAN. Here we have the duties | make fish of one and flesh of the other. |Laugh- 
of the Judiciary Committee defined by the 87th || ter. a 
might as well undertake to tell me that you can || rule. There is no judicial question here. Itis a The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to-day, 
dam up the Mississippi with your hand, as to tell question of fact; a question of fact properly sub- | as he did yesterday, that when a gentleman upon 
me that you can convince the country that you do || mitted to the joint ommittee, constituted in virtue | the floor is ca'led to order, the Chair is bound to 
not intend to break down Donelson & Armstrong, || of the law of 1846. ‘That committee had the || enforce the rule. 7 
because they advocate and have advocated these || plenary power either to curtail the amount of com- Mr. CLINGMAN. When a gentleman is re- 
compromise measures. They did not agree to the | pensation, that the law authorizes them to give to | plying to remarks, I do not think he is out of 
extreme doctrines of some of the Southern-Rights || the public printer, or they had stillfurtherandfuller | order. * 
men running for office in the States of Mississippi || power to annul and abrogate the contract. If, in Mr. VENABLE. With regard to the —_— 
and Georgia. That has given offense to some. || the exercise of the power thus delegated to the of order, I wish simply to be understood, that I 
Sir, put them down, and you strike a blow at the || committee, they do an act of injustice to the con- | have no disposition to stop my friend from In- 
success of the Democratic party. So help me || tractor, the contractor’s remedy is an application | diana, {Mr. Gorman.] J have permitted him to 
God! I will wield whatever of influence I may ll to the equity of Congress. If the contractor does |! go on for more than halfan hour. 1 wish to sug- 


Mr. GORMAN. I thank God that I have fol- | 
lowed such a lead. I will continue to doso. You | 
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est it, as [ had been borne down under the rule. 
thought it might operate gently upon others, as 
well as myself. 

Mr. GORMAN. I shall not go on out of order, 
and I will not disobey the suggestion of the 
Speaker. In conclusion, I will say to the House, 
that I shall be perfectly satisfied to see them take 
any course they may think proper in their wisdom 
and judgment in ian’ is matter back to the 
committee, with any instructions they may desire. 
The committee, however, have their powers de- 
fined by law, and any instructions given by this 
House without first repealing the law, cannot con- 
trol their action in the case of the present con- 
tractor, or the present printing. ‘The House com- 
mittee will faithfully and respectfally reflect the 
wishes of this body; and it is their duty to do so, 
provided it is consistent with their views of public 
interest. If it should be inconsistent with our 
views of the interest of the country, they can re- 
ort that fact to the House for future action. | 
ave no kind of objection, as I said before, to re- 
ferring it back to the Committee on Printing; and 
it would be perhaps out of place and indelicate for 
me to say what my feelings would be, provided 
you were to take it out of the hands of the Com- 


THE CONGR 





mittee on Printing after such a long-protracted and | 


tedious debate, and place it in the hands of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
that I should not feel it compatible with my own 
honor and my own self-respect longer to remain 


in oy osition in that committee; but anything || 
which this House may ask me to do as one mem- | 


ber of that committee, I shal! cheerfully do to the 
best of my judgment and ability. I have this to 
say in the little time left to me. There is an ele- 
ment in this printing question—a patronage which 
has always been a bone of contention in this Gov- 
ernment, and always will be in every Govern- 
ment constituted as ours is, and it will always be 
entering more or less into and becoming a part of 
the motive in the action of parties. There is an 
element in this question of patronage, connected 
as it has been with the politics of your country, 
that is dangerous to the organization and har- 
mony of the Democratic party. -It will be re 
garded by the country, in spite of whatever you 
may _ or do to-day, as a proscription, marked 
owt and aimed at one who has stood upon the 
watchtower asa faithful guardian of the Demo- 
cratic party, and of the measures known as the 
compromise measures of the last Congress. I 
say to the country, that if this question is decided 
in such a manner as to proscribe this press, you 
cannot keep the country from believing that you 
did it from those considerations when they analyze 
the vote throughout upon this subject. 
refer this matter back to the Committee on Print- 
tng, the committee will pursue the even tenor of 
their way, and they will proceed to make a con- 
tract with some person to do the remainder of the 


printing at such prices as we may regard reason- | 


able and just. I can assure the honorable gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. eee 
the next proposition we shall make will be T 

ers’s bid; and we will take that as a standard, 
and proceed accordingly. If this matter is re- 
ferred back to the committee we must act, or we 


must not do our duty, which you have ordered us | 


to do. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Lam for referring it back 
if the committee will make up their minds to this, 
and take it fairly. I will vote to refer it back. 

Mr.GORMAN. ‘If we will take it fairly!” 
Every kind of insinuation seems to be pointed at 
the committee, as if they will not do right. I 
shall not pLepce myself at any time, or in any 
place, to do right. I will do right independent of 
any such pledge, so far as my judgment goes. I 
shall act fairly, independent of pledges, so far as 
[am capable. I leave the matter to the judgment 
and wisdom of the House. 

Mr. POLK. If it is now in order, | move to 
lay this whole matter upon the table, and call for 
the yeas and nays. I.suppose the House is well 
satisfied that 

Cries of ‘* Order!” * Order !’’ * Order !’*] 

Mr. FITCH. I believe that the Speaker has 
decided that question to be out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is 





now in order to move to lay upon the table. Debate | 


has taken place, which, in the opinion of the 
Chair, might influence the judgment of the House, 
and itis in order to make the motion. 


If you | 


Oow- . 


I frankly confess | 





| table. 
| has been had, it is in order. 


Mr. HOWARD. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. STANLY. 
the table. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


the yeas and nays upon that motion. 


I move to lay the appeal upon 


I demand 


The SPEAKER. There having been no action | 


at all upon the part of the House, and no discus- 
sion an hour ago, the Chair decided that it was 
not in order te repeat the motion to lay upon the 
The Chair now decides that, as discussion 


Mr. WOODWARD. I would inquire of the 
Chair what would appear upon the Journal imme- 
diately before this motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair believes the mo- 
tion made by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Po.k]} would appear, and the decision of the Chair 
that it was not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 desire to ask the 
Chair if the rule is not that two motions to adjourn 
cannot be made until business has intervened ? 
And whether, after a motion to adjourn has been 
voted down, and a speech made, it is not in order 
again to move to adjourn ? 

The SPEAKER. There can be no question 
about that; and the Chair has confidence in the 
correctness of his decision. 

Mr. STANLY. It has been so decided in this 
House fifty times. 

The SPEAKER. The House, however, may 
differ with the Chair. 

The question was then put on Mr. Sraniy’s 
motion to lay the appeal upon the table, and it was 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the appeal was iaid upon the table. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
report upon the table, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was then put, and it was decided || 


in the negative—yeas 82, nays 88, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. J. Appleton, W. Appleton, T. H. Bayly, 
Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chandler, Chas- 


tain, Clark, Cobb, Cullom, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, | 


Disney, Dockery, Dunham, Faulkner, Freeman, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gorman, Hamilton, Hammond, Ha- 
ven, Hebard, Hendricks, Hillyer, Ingersoll, Andrew John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, George G. 
King, Landry, Letcher. Lockhart, Mace, Martin, McCor- 
kle, McLanahan, McMullin, Meacham, Miller, Henry D. 
Moore, John Moore, Murray, Nabers, Outlaw, Samuel W. 


Parker, Penn, Polk, Porter, Price, Riddle, Ross, Russell, | 


Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Seurry, David 
L. Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Stanly, Freder- 


| ick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stone, St. Martin, 


Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, 


| George W. Thompson, Ward, Watkins, Wells, Alexander 


White, Wilcox, and Yates—82. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Ashe, Averett, Barrere, | 
Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, | 


Bocock, Bragg, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chapman, Clingman, 


| Conger, Curtis, Dimmick, Doty, Eastman, Edgerton, Ed- 


mundson, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Floyd, Fowler, Gamble, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Hall, Harper, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Henn, Hibbard, 
Horsford, Houston, Howard, Johu W. Howe, Thomas M. 
Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, James Johnson, 
John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston 
King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Mann, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, 
McDonald, McNair, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Molony, 
Morehead, Morrison, Newton, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, 
Peaslee, Penniman, Perkins, Phetps, Powell, Rantoul, Rob- 
bins, Scudder, Smart, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Thurston, Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, Wash- 
burn, and Woodward—88. 


So the House refused to lay the report upon the | 


table. 


The question recurred on the amendment moved | 


by Mr. Frorence to the instructions proposed by 
Mr. Brown, of Mississippi. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 
competent, at this stage of the proceedings, for 


me, as the mover of the resolution, to strike out || 
the Judiciary Committee and insert the Commit- | 


tee on Printing? 
{Loud cries of ** No, no!’’} 
Mr. POLK. Would that be in order? 
The SPEAKER. 


controlling the case? 

Mr. BROWN. No, sir, it has not. 

The SPEAKER. The 45th rule is in these 
words: 


‘* After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read by the 
Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in the possession of the 
House, but may be withdrawn at any time before a decis- 
ion or amendment.”’ 

_The Chair thinks the gentleman may modify 
his motion. 

Mr.BROWN. Well, sir, I am willing that the 
Judiciary Committee should be stricken out—— 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Would it be} 


R. Has the attention -of the | 
gentleman from Mississippi been drawn to the rule | 
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Mr. STANLY. What was the decision of the 
|| Chair? I did not understand it. 

|| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis. 
|| sissippi proposes to modify his original propos. 

tion; anc as there has been no decision on jt o1 
amendment, the Chair is of opinion that the ian. 
tleman has a right to do so. - 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. What is tho 
| previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. Is that a decision upon the 
subject-matter? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would sugges: 
_to the Chair that the gentleman from Mississipp; 

does not propose to withdraw his resolutioy 
but he proposes to make it a different resolution, 
from that upon which the main question has bee 
ordered. He can withdraw his resolution before 
a decision or before it has been amended; but thar 
is a very different thing from changing the char- 
acter of the proposition and bringing us to vote 
on a question different from the one on which we 
'| have ordered the main question. 

| Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. To get rid of 
| this difficulty, I withdraw my application to »mend 
or modify my proposition, simply remarking that 
[ do not care whether the Judiciary Committee js 
striken out or not. 

Mr. JONES. [f I understand this question as 
it now presents itself to the House, we come first to 
vote upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. FLorence] to the resolution 
of instruction proposed by the gentleman from Mis- 
| sissippi, [Mr. Brown. 

The SPEAKER. That is the first question. 

Mr. JONES. If that is voted down, we come 
then to vote upon the resolution referring this re- 
port to the Committee on the Judiciary, with cer 
tain instructions. If that is voted down also, | 
understand that we then come to a vote upon the 
motion of the gentleman from South Carolina 
| (Mr. Orr] to recommit the report without instruc- 
| tions, for the gentleman offered no instructions. 
Those are the three propositions before the House. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
| last proposition differently. 

Mr. JONES. Well, sir, the motion of the 
|| gentleman from South Carolina must either be in 
| that shape or else it does not come in atal!. There 
| was an amendment to the resolution pending at the 
time he made his motion, and it would therefore 
|| have been in the nature of another amendment. 

|| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
|| Carolina distinctly proposed to strike out the Ju- 
| diciary Committee and insert the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. JONES. Then I submit that he could not 
| make that motion to amend the original resolutio: 
| while the amendmentof the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania [Mr. FLorence] was pending. It could 
only come in in the nature of an independent mo- 
tion to recommit. The gentleman from South 
Carolina could have offered an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
but he could not, while that amendment to the 
original resolution was pending move to amend the 
original resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
House his understanding of the propositions be- 
fore the body. In his opinion, the vote will first 
be upon the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to the instructions origin- 
ally offered by the gentleman from Mississipp!. 
Then will follow the vote on referring, with those 
instructions, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
If that fails, the Chair proposes, as the most con- 
venient order of disposing of the various proposi- 
tions before the body, to put the —. on 
|| referring to the Committee on Public Printing 
with instructions. 
|| Mr. JONES. Those instructions would have 
been voted down if we rejected the proposition to 
refer to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wili ask the House 
| to instruct him on this point, for it is but a matter 
|| of convenience. If the decision of the Chair in 
this respect is overruled, the Chair supposes |t 
will be in order for the gentleman from South 
Carolina to amend by strikmg out one committee 
and inserting another. The Chair is convinced, 
however, from his experience here, that the mode 
| he proposes is the most convenient mode of dis- 


! 
| 








posing of this matter. : 
Many Memspers. ‘No doubt about it,’’ and 
‘* Put it in that order,’’ 
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Mr. HAMILTON called for the yeas and nays 
on Mr. Frorence’s amendment to the instruc- 
tions; and they were ordered. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask for the reading of 
the first part of those instructions. I want to 
know whether they are positive instructions, or 
merely instructions inquiring into the expediency, 
and so forth. 





Mr. FLORENCE. Merely to inquire into the 


expediency. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
tlons be read. ’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes there will 
be no objection to the reading of the first clause of 
the instructions. , 

There being no objection, ' 

The Clerk read the resolution, which is as fol- 
lows: 

“ Resolved, That the report on the Committee on Printing 
ve referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, with in- 
structions to report upoh the whole subject, and to recom- 
nend, for the adoption of.Congress, such a system for the 


Let the origmal instruc- 


execution of the public printing as they may deem most ex- | 


pedient, and that they especially take into consideration the 
plan for a printing bureau, for the execution of the work 
under the supervision of a Government officer.”’ 


The question was then taken on Mr. F tor- | 


ence’s amendment to the instructions, (which has 
heen heretofore published, and which proposes to 
append to the instructions submitted by Mr. 
Brown, a bill for the establishment of a printing 
bureau,) and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
61, nays 105, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Aiken, Allison, Ashe, Averett, Barrere, 
Bragg, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. 


Campbell, Cartter, Chapman, Clingman, Conger, Disney, | 


Doty, Eastman, Fitch, Florence, Floyd, Fowler, Gaylord, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Sampson W. 
Harris, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ives, 
Jenkins, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George G. King, 


Preston King, Kuhns, Mace, Mann, McLanahan, Mc- | 


Queen, Millson, Newton, Orr, Andrew Parker, Samuel 
W. Parker, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, Rantoul, Robbins, 


Scudder, Snow, Thaddeus Stevens, Thurston, Venable, | 
Walbridge, Wallace, Addison White, and Woodward—61. | 
NAYS—Messrs. John Appleton, William Appleton, T. | 


H. Bayly, Bocock, Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, Caskie, 
Chandler, Chastain, Clark, Cobb, Cullom, Curtis, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Dockery, Dunham, Ed- 
gerton, Edinundson, Faulkner, Ficklin, Freeman, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hanimond, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Haven, Hebard, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Howard, Ingersoll, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jas. John- 
son, Robert W. Johnscn, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 


Jones, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, Lockhart, Humphrey Mar- | 
McNair, | 


shall, Martin, - Mason, McDonald, McMuliin, 
Meade, Miller, Miner, Molony, Henry PD. Moore, John 


Moore, Morehead, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Outlaw, Peaslee, | 


Penn, Polk, Porter, Powell, Price, Riddle, Ross, Russell, 
Sackett, Savage, Schoolcraft, Seurry, David L. Seymour, 
Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Stanly, Benjamin 
Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stone, 
Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Benj’n Thompson, George 
W. Thompson, Ward, Watkins, Alexander White, Wil- 
cox, and Williams—105. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House do now | 


vdjourn. 
ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY. 
Mr. CABELL moved that when the House ad- 


Hillyer, Horsford, Houston, | 


THE CONGRE 





journs to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday | 


next. 

Mr. DEAN called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
gentleman from Florida if it would not be better 
to sit to-morrow, and then adjourn till Tuesday ? 
Monday is always a dead day, when no business 
is done. 

Mr. CABELL. 
uon. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES demanded tellerson Mr. CaBe.u’s 
motion; which were ordered, and Messrs. Jones, 
of Tennessee, and FowLer were appointed. 

The question was then put, and i was decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 77, noes 56. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and disagreed to—ayes 23, noes not 
counted. 


No. I will adhere to my mo- 


The question then recurred upon referring the | 


report to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
the instructions moved by Mr. Brown, of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr. FITCH. I havea point of order which I 
wish the Chair to decide. 

Mr. POLK. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. FITCH. 
vote has been taken upon an amendment contain- 
ing instructions to establish a printing bureau; 


I am upon a point of order. A | 





ONAL 


now, | want to know whether, after this has been 
rejected, it is in order to vote upon another prop- 
osition imbodying the same provision ? 
‘he SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
oint of order. The Chair cannot tell but the 
douse, after rejecting the amendment, will adopt 
the original resolution. At least it is not for the 
Chair to determine what should be the vote of the 
House. 

Mr. FITCH. Will the Chair decide whether 
it is in order to ask fora division of the instruc- 
tons? They contain two propositions. 

The SPEAKER. 
them. 

Mr. JONES. Jf gentlemen will look at the re- 
solution, they will find that if the resolution is 
divided, and the first portion rejected, there will 
be no intelligible proposition left. 

TheSPEAKER. Will the gentleman from In- 
diana_indicate the precise point at which he asks 
a division? 

Mr. FITCH. The resolution proposes, in the 
first place, to instruct the committee to report such 


GLOBE. 


The Chair will examine 


a system for the execution of the public printing | 


as they shall deem expedient; and in the second 
place, it instructs them, especially, to take into 
consideration the plan for a printing bureau. I 


desire that the resolution shall be divided after the | 


word ‘ expedient.”’ 
The SPEAKER. 
tion would then read 


** Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Printing 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, with instruc 
tions to report upon the whole subject, and to recommend 
for the adoption of Congress such a system for the execu- 
tion of the public printing, as they may deem most ex 
pedient.”’ 


The first part of the resolu- 





That would stand as an intelligible proposition. 
The other proposition would then read 

“And that they especially take into consideration the 
plan for a printing bureau, for the execution of the work 
under the supervision of a Government officer.’’ 

This could not stand by itself as an independent 
proposition. The Chair decides that the resolu- 
tian is not divisible. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to suggest a ques- 
tion of order. An amendment was offered by 
myself, directing the committee to take into con- 
sideration, especially, a bill which accompanied 
it. Now, | learn that gentlemen around me un- 
derstand that amendment as directing the commit- 
tee absolutely to report that bill. I only desire to 
say that such was not the case. It did not so 
instruct them. 

{Cries of ** Too late for that.’’ ‘* Your amend- 
ment has been rejected.’’} 

Mr. MEADE. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
whether, if the amendment be rejected, it will then 
be in order to move a reference of the report to 
the Committee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. It will not be in order 
during the operation of the previous question. 

Mr. KING, of New York. 1 understand that 
is precisely the motion now pending. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution before the 
House is to refer the report to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with instructions. If that motion 
be voted down, the question will then recur upon 
the motion to refer to the Committee on Printing, 
with instructions. 

Mr. MEADE. But if that motion be voted 
down, | wish to know if it would be in order to 
move to refer to the same committee, with differ- 
ent instructions ? 

TheSPEAKER. After the previous question 
has been exhausted it will then be in order for the 
House to take such action as to them shall seem 
proper. 

Mr. MEADE. When will it be exhausted ? 

The SPEAKER as soon as a vote has been 
taken upon the motion to refer to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and upon that to refer to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the last amendment was 
rejected, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. I now move ‘to lay the whole 





| subject upon the table. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Upon that 
motion I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. VENABLE. 
now adjourn. 


I move that the House do | 


The question was put, and the House refused | 


to adjourn—ayes 18, noes not counted. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered, and the 
question being put, the result was—yeas 78, nays 
89: as follows: 


YEAS—Mexssrs. John Appleton, William Appleton, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, E. 
Carrington Cabell, Chandler, Chastain, Clark, Cobb, Cott 
man, Cullom, John G. Devis, Dawson, Dean, Disney, 
Dockery. Dunham, Faulkner, Freeman, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Gorman, Hamilton, Hammond, Haven. Hendricks, 
Hillyer, Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnsen, 
George W. Jones, George G. King. Landry, Letcher, Lock 
hart, Mace, Martin, McLanahan, McMatlin, Meacham, 
Miller, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Murray, Nabers, 
Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, Polk, Porter, Price, Riddle, 
Ross, Russell, Sackett, Savage, Schoolcraft, Scurry, David 
L,. Seymour, Skelton, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich 
ard H. Stanton, Stone, St. Martin, Sutherland, Sweetser, 
Taylor, Benjamin Thompron, George W. Thompson 
Ward, Watkins, Alexander White, Wilcox, Williams, and 
Y ates—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Averett, Barrere, Bo 
cock, Bragg, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, 
Lewis D. Campell, Cartter, Caskie, Chapman, Clingman, 
Conger, Curtis, Dimmick, Doty, Eastman, Edgerton, Ed 
muudson, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Floyd, Fowler, Gan 
ble, Gaylord, Giddings, Goodenow, Green, Grey, Grow, 
Hall, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Henn, 
Hibbard, Horsford, Houston, John W. Howe, Thomas M. 
Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, James Johnson, 
John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glanevy Jones, Preston 
King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Mann, Humphrey Marshall, Mace, 
McDonald, McNair, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Miner, 
Molony, Morehead, Morrison, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, 
Peaslee, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Rantoul, Rob 
bins, Scudder, Smart, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Thadde- 
us Stevens, Thurston, Tuck, Venable, Walbridge, Wal! 
lace, Washburn, Addison White, and Woodward—&9 


So the motion to lay upon the table was 
agreed to. 


not 


The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of Mr. Browy’s resolution, to refer the whole 
subject to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
instructions. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered, 


and the question being taken, the result was—yeas 
41, nays 118; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Barrere, Albert G 


Brown, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell. Cartter, Chap 
man, Clingman, Conger, Doty, Eastman, Powler, Gentry, 
Giddings, Grey, Grow, Harper, Horsford, John W. Howe, 
Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jenkins, Danie! T. Jones, 
Preston King, Kuhns, Mann, Rumphrey Marshall, Mc 
Queen, Newton, Perkins, Powell, Rantoul, Robbins, Seud 
der, Thaddeus Stevens, Tuck, Venable, Wallace, 
Washburn—41l. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Appleton, William Appleton, 
Averett, Thomas iJ. Bayly, Bocock, Bowie, Bragg, Bren 
ton, Briggs, Brooks, BE. C Cabell, Chandler, 
Chastain, Clark, Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis. Daw 
son, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Dunham, Ed 
gerton, Edmundson, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Green, Hall, Ham 
ilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Hebard, Hendricks, 


and 


amington 


Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Heuston, Howard, Ingersoll, 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, Jolin Johnsen, 


Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
George G. King, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, Lockhart, Mar 
tin, Mason, McDonald, Mcl.anahan, McMullin, MeNair, 
Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, Miner, Molony, Henry 
D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, 
Murray, Nabers, Orr, Oudaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. 
Parker, Peaslee, Penniman, Phelps, Polk, Porter, Price, 
Riddle, Ross, Russell, Sackett, Savage; Schooleratft, Scur- 
ry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Sevmour, Skelton, Smart, 
Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stone, St. Martin, Sutherland, Sweet- 
ser, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, George W. Thompson, 
Thurston, Walbridge, Ward, Watkins, Alexander White, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodward, and Yates—118& 

So the resolution was not adopted. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
recommit to the Committee on Printing, with in- 
structions the same as those proposed to the Judi 
clary Committee. 

Mr. GORMAN. I suppose we shall have 
unanimous consent to refer the subject back to 
the Committee on Printing. 

[Cries of ‘* Agreed !’’ ‘* Agreed !’’| 

Mr. DEAN moved to reconsider the vote rust 
taken by which the House refused to commit to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, with instruc 
tions, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. I now rise to a question of orde: 
I desire to inquire whether it is competent for the 
House, by its own resolution, to instruct a joint 
committee of the two Houses? That committee 
cannot be instructed without a joint resolution 
adopted by both Houses of Congress, and ap- 
proved by the President. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is itin order to move to lay 
the whole subject on the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I make that motion. 

Mr. VENABLE. We have voted down that 
motion three times already, and we will do it 
again. 
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Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Upon that mo- 
tion I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a privileged question. | 
I want more time to consider upon this subject. | 
J move that the House do now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. I will withdraw the motion 
to lay upon the table. 

Mr. JONES. I now desire again tosubmit the | 


| If the motion to refer to the Committee on Print- | 


question to the Chair whether it is competent for | 


this House to instruct a joint committee, —e {| 


with the concurrence of the Senate? I also su 
mit further, if the whole duties of this committee 
are not specified by the joint resolution of 1846, 
by which this committee was constituted. I sub- 
mit thatit is not a committee appointed under the 
rules of the House, nor of the Senate, but by a 
joint resolution passed by both Houses, and ap- 
proved by the President; and that their duties are 
defined by law. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, upon the ground that it is not the province 
of the Chair to decide what the effect of the pro- 
ceedings of action of this House will be. That 
is a question for the House to decide. 

Mr. JONES. Well, t will call for a division 
of the question, so that the vote shall first be taken 
upon the question of reference, and then upon the 
instructions. I believe itis competent for us to 
do that. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I rise toa 
point of order. I submit that the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee is notin order, because 
the question is indivisible. If you take a vote 
upon the first half of it, and reject it, you cannot 
vote upon the second part as an independent prop- 
osition. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that, ac- 
cording to the uniform practice of the House, so 
far as tt has come upder his observation, the di- | 
vision asked for by the gentleman from Tennessee 
cannot be made. The question must be taken 
upon the motion as a whole. The gentleman can, 
however, have a separate vote upon the motion to 
print, which is pending, if he desires it. 

Mr. JONES. Is there such a motion pending? 

The SPEAKER. There is; unless a separate 


tionable. 

The SPEAKER. When the House shall have 
refused to recommit, (if it shall so do,) I should 
like to know what becomes of the instructions? 
Are there any legs or feet left for it to stand upon? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a point of order. 


ing is passed, does it take the bill which 1 offered 
with it? 

[Cries of ** No!” ** No!” * No!” 

The SPEAKER. 
been lost. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
that; but | supposed that when the resolution re- 


|| ferring the subject to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary was not concurred in by the House, and the 
question came up upon referring it to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, with the same instructions, 
that it would take that proposition along with it. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





; as ere ieee 
| structions may include something that is odjec- | 


} 


The gentleman’s bill has | 


I was perfectly aware of | 


I rose for information, and I am sorry to learn 


that it does not. 

The SPEAKER. 
down by the House. 

Mr. PARKER. I rise for the purpose of 
making an inquiry. It is certainly a matter of 
wisdom for us, when we take a step, to see where 
we are to land. The object is now to refer to the 
Committee on Printing, with instructions. Sup- 
pose the committee refuse to obey ? 

{Cries of **Order!’’ ** Order!’’ all over the 
Hall.] 

The SPEAKER. Upon the motion to commit 
with instruction, tellers were ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I called for tellers upon the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was never ap- 
prised that there was such a call till this present 
moment. The Chair has no doubt of the fact that 
the gentleman has a right to tellers upon the yeas 


It does not. 


| and nays. 


Mr. ORR. But that question has not been put. 

The SPEAKER. There was not a sufficient 
number up to demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ORR. 


| clent number up. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair distinctly said 


|| there was not a sufficient number, and the yeas 
| and nays were not ordered. 
| from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] or any other | 


If the gentleman 


It was voted 





I suggest that there were a suffi- || 


| gentleman, asked for tellers upon the yeas and | 


vote is demanded upon the motion to print, the || 


question will be, ‘‘ Shall the report be recommit- 
ted to the Committee on Printing, with instruc- | 
tions ?”’ 

Mr. HALL demanded the yeas and nays; | 
which were not ordered. 

Mr. BROWN asked for tellers; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If this question to 
recommit to the Committee on Printing be voted | 
down, will not the previous question be then ex- 
hausted, and will it not be in order to move to re- 
commit without instructions? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question will 
be exhausted when this question is taken, and the | 


vote upon printing, \) 


Mr.STANLY. The question is now upon re- | 
ferring this matter to the Committee on Printing, 
with instructions to report. Is that the ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER, The proposition is to refer | 
to the Committee on Printing, with the instructions | 
proposed by the gentleman from Mississippi, {Mr. | 
—., | 

Mr.STANLY. Does that include the printing | 
bureau? 

{Cries of ** Read the resolution!’’ ** Read the 
resolution !” 

TheSPEAKER. The resolution is very short, | 
and, unless it is objected to, it will be read. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
accordingly read, as previously inserted. 

Mr. STANLY. That is the only proposition 
that is to go to the Printing Committee ? 

The SPEAKER. It is proposed to send the 
report back to the committee, with the instruc- | 
tions just read. 

Mr. POLK. Is itin order to move to divide | 
the resolution, with a view to laying the instruc- | 
tions upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. POLK. One is clearly a question of re- | 
ference, and the other of instruction. The in- | 


nays, the Chair certainly did not hear it. The | 


Chair’s recellection is, that several amendments | 


intervened, and the vote was about to be taken, 
when some one called for tellers upon the propo- 


| sition to refer to the committee, and tellers were 


|, ordered upon the recommitment. 


I move that the House do | oe 4 ; 
i Senate a communication from the Secretary of 


|| War, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 
now adjourn; which motion was not agreed to. 

Messrs. Stanton, of Tennessee, and VENABLE 
were then appointed tellers, on the motion to re- 


fer the resolution, with instructions, to the Com- | 


| mittee on Printing. 


The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 82, noes 74. 

So the resolution, with the instructions, was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 move to recon- 


sider the vote by which the resolution, with in- | 


structions, was recommitted to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. VENABLE. 
tion upon the table. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


And I move to lay that mo- 


nays. 

Mi. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, 
and Hissarp were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 67. 

So the House adjourned, to meet again on Mon- 
day next. 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FLORENCE gave notice of his intention to ask leave 
on to-morrow, or upon some subsequent day, to introduce 
a bill providing for the immediate establishment of a na- 
tional printing office. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


And I call for the yeas and | 


. 

April 19 
other citizens of Western Pennsylvania, praying Congress 

to pass a law granting pensions to the officers and soldie 
of the Indian war of 1793. - 

| By Mr. HENDRICKS: The memorial of David Roy 
nolds, Adjutant General of the State of Indiana, praying 
that a reimbursement be made to the State of Indiana 2 
money paid in the organization of the Indiana regiments 
for the war with Mexico, and which was not provided to; 
in the law of June, 1848. - 

By Mr. SMART: The petition of Peter Hopkins, of 
Maine, praying for a pension on account of injuries aie. 
tained while on public service during the war of 1s|2, 

By Mr. APPLETON, of Maine: Petition of Jacob Me. 
Lellan and others, owners of the ship George Turner of 
Portland, Maine, for remission of a fine imposed fast De. 
cember for an alleged violation of the passenger laws. 

By Mr. TUCK: The petition of Jesse Barker, a revo} 
tionary soldier, for a pension, 

By Mr. DAWSON : The resolution of the Legislature of 
the State of Pennsylvania, requesting their Representatives 
in Congress to use all honorable meaus to prevent any 
| further extension by Congress to the heirs and assigns of 
| the late William Woodworth of the patent granted origi). 

ally on the 27th day of December, 1828, and the amended 
specifications thereto for his improvement in the method of 
planing, tonguing, groving, cutting into mouldings planks 
boards and other materials. ; 

By Mr. GREY: The petition of Leslie Combs, of Key. 
tucky, praying payment by Congress of $69,200, besides 
interest, due him by the late Republic of. Texas, under the 
act of June 7th, 1837, for which the custom-house duties 
were specially pledged, and which are now being received 
| by the United States; said claim being one of those reeog- 

nized by the Texan boundary bill of the 9th September 
1850, according to the report of the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury of the 13th of September, 1851. 

By Mr. GAMBLE: The petition of Colonel L. B. Crist, 
Wm. Cameron, esq., and others, citizens of Union county, 
Pennsylvania, asking for a modification of the bounty land 
law of 1850, so as to give to the persons intended to be ben- 
— ay said law not less than one hundred and sixty acres 
of land. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Hall, of Northumber- 
land county, Pennsylvania, widow of John Hall, a revolu- 
| tionary soldier, asking for a grant of bounty land. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The petition of P. C, 
Bethel, asking permission to build a wharf and warehouse 
on an oyster-bed reef in Atchafalaya bay, and a grant of a 
| portion of the reef for that purpose. 

By Mr. FLORENCE: The resolution adopted by the 
Printers? Union of Philadelphia, in favor of, and recom- 
—_— the immediate establishment of, a national printing 
| olfiee, 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citizens of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, in favor of granting to the 
| soldiers of the war of 1812 at least one hundred and sixty 





u- 


— of land, and praying Congress to pass a law to that 
effect. 

By Mr. IVES: The petition of 63 citizens of New York 
for aid in the construction of a railroad from Saratoga to 
Sackett’s Harbor, in said State. 

Also, a remonétrance of John Sigourney, and 52 others, 
citizens of New York, against the renewal of a patent 
granted to Austin and Zebulon Parker for alleged improve- 
ments upon reaction water-wheels. 





| IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -4pril 19, 1852. 


| Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butter. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


| tion of the Senate of the 23d ultimo, a report of 
the Colonel of the Corps of Topographical Engi- 
neers, containing ‘‘ the report, estimate, and plan, 

in reference to the beacon, or light-house structure 

for the new South Shoal, off Nantucket;’’ which 

| was ordered to be laid upon the table. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. MILLER presented a petition of inhabit- 
ants of Sussex county, New Jersey, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Newton to 
Deckertown; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ~ 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Philip 
G. Van Wyck, executor of Philip Van Cortlandt, 
an officer in the war of the Revolution, praying an 
allowance for depreciation on commutation certifi- 
cates; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Minnesota, urging 
| the early ratification of the treaties made with the 
Sioux Indians in the summer of 1851; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Volney 
Ostrander, praying the appointment of a tribunal 
to review the decisions of the late Board of Com- 
missioners for the settlement of claims of Amer!- 
can citizens against Mexico; which was referred 








to the select committee appointed on that subject. 

Also, the memorial of Duncan W. Murphy, 
and others, praying the right of way through the 
public lands for the purpose of constructing a rail- 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented road from Benicia to Shasta City, in the State of 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


California; which was referred to the Committee 


By Mr, KUHNS: The petition of William Lemmon and |) on Public Lands. 
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Also, the petition of William A. Wood, pray- i] 


ing compensation for his unlawful detention in the 
military service of the United States, and malicious 
treatment during such detention by officers of the 
United States; Which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee of Claims. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of mer- 
chants and citizens of Fairhaven, Massachusetts, 
praying that further aid may be extended to Col- 
jins’s hne of mail-steamers; which was ordered to 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, against the exten- | 
sion of Woodworth’s® patent for a planing ma- 
chine; which were referred to the Committee on | 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, sundry petitions from practical printers 
of Pennsylvania, praying the establishment of a 
national printing office; which were referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of John P. 
McElderry, praying compensation fortwo months’ 
services as a clerk in the Bureau of Docks and 
Yards; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Also, a memorial of members of the Cincinnati 
and Pittsburg Associations of Steamboat Engi- 
neers, of captains and owners of steamboats, of 
officers of insurance companies, and other citizens 
of the United States, directly interested in the navi- 
gation, by steam, of {the Ohio and Mississippi, |) 
praying the enactment of such laws as will more | 
effectually secure the safety of life and property on 
board vessels propelled, in whole or in part, b 
steam, and recommending some remedies, which 
their practical experience in the business of steam | 
navigation has suggested to them; which was or- 
dered to be laid on the table. | 

Mr. SHIELDS presented two memorials of cit- 
izens of Illinois, praying that the bridges of the -| 
Wheeling and Belmont Bridge Company may be | 
established as mail routes; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of the 
city and county of New York, remonstrating | 
against the extension of Woodworth’s patent for 
a planing machine; which was referred to the |! 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
Andrew Fountain, praying the payment of Texas | 
bonds, of which he is the holder; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition of merchants and other citizens | 
of ee further aid to 
Collins’s line of steamships; which was ordered to 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a reportZand resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Virginia, on the sub- 
ject of the Virginia military land warrants, issued || 
for services in the war of the Revolution; which |) 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAWSON presented a petition of the offi- | 
cers of the ‘* Washington Yagers,”’ praying that 
the arms necessary to equip that company in ac- 
cordance with law may be granted them; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition of the officers of the ** Wash- || 
ington Boone Riflemen,’’ praying that the arms 
necessary to equip that company in accordance 
with law may be granted them; which was re- || 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of inhabitants 
ofStonington, Connecticut, praying that further aid 
may be extended to Collins’s line of mail-steam- 
ers; which was ordered to be laid on the table. 
_Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of residents at or near Darlington, Wiscon- 
sin, praying the establishment of a mail route from 
Mineral Point, by way of Willow Springs, Darl- | 
ington and Gratiot,to Warren; which was referred || 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Nancy Whiting, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Pumphrey, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the members of the bar of 
the District of Columbia, on the files of the Senate, relating 
to an increase of the salary of the judge of the orphans’ 
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court for that District, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Calvin B. Seymour, asking indemnity for mer- 
chandise destroyed by the Creek Indians in the 
ro 1836, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
vill for the relief of Calvin B. Seymour and Wil- 


lard Boynton, surviving partner of the firm of W. 


and H. Boynton; which was read and passed to 


| the second reading. The report was ordered to 


be printed. 

He also, from the same committee to which 
was referred the petition of John W. Quinney, 
praying to have the rights of a United States citi- 
zen and a home, and that all his rights in the 
Stockbridge tribe of Indians may inure to him, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read and 
passed to the second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill from the House of Representatives 
for the relief of the legal representative of James 
C. Watson, of Georgia, reported it back without 
amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Rev- 


|| olutionary Claims, to which was referred the me- 


morial of Catharine G. Finney, in behalf of her- 
self and other heirs of officers of the Revolution, of 
the Rhode Island brigade, praying remuneration 
for depreciation of pay-certificates for services 
during the Revolution, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, on the ground 
that it was embraced in the general claim of the 


| Rhode Island brigade, now under consideration. 
} = ’ 


It was so ordered. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 


| was referred a memorial of citizens of New York, 


praying that pensions may be granted to the 
widows and children of officers and soldiers of 
the Revolution; the petition of the children of Brin- 
ton Paine for back pay and pension, with the re- 
port of the Committee on Pensions thereon; and 
the documents in support of the claim of William 
Read for compensation for services in the Indian 
war of 1793, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, and that the last-men- 
tioned be referred to the Committee of Claims; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Priscilla C. 
Simonds, praying remuneration for the effects of 
her son, Moses H. Simonds, who died in the ser- 
vice, and were taken possession of by his superior 


| officer and lost, submitted a report, accompanied 


by a bill for her relief; which was read and passed 
to the second reading. ‘The report was ordered to 


| be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Samuel Prioleau, praying in- 
demnity for property destroyed by order of Gen- 
eral Lincoln during the revolutionary war, re- 


| ported @ bill for their relief; which was read and 


passed to the second reading. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 


| Pensions, to which was referred the bill from the 


House of Representatives for the relief of Mau- 
rice K. Simons, reported it back without amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 


| were referred the memorials of William Butler, 
'and of Joseph H. Marsh, reported adversely 


thereon. The report on the first-named memorial 


| was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill from 


| the House of Representatives for the relief of Ser- 


geant Leonard Skinner, reported it back without 
amendment. ; ; 
He also, from the same committee, to which 


| was referred the memorial of Julius A. Pratt, pray- 


ing to be employed to clear out the river San An- 
tonio, in Texas, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 

He also, from the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, to which was referred the several me- 
morials relating to the amendment of the charter 
of Washington, reported a bill to amend the char- 
ter of the city of Washington; which was read 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Post 
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petition of Samuel F. Butterworth, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Legislature of Tennessee, praying the establish- 
ment of a marine hospital at Memphis, have di- 
rected me to repertadversely thereon. 1 desire to 
say in this connection, that the memorialisis do 
not really ask for the establishment of a marine 
hospital, but for a State or county poor-house, and 
such most assuredly is not within the view of the 
law. ‘There is a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury in relation to the matter. I move that it 
be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to which was referred the 
petition of William R. Nevins, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill for his rehef; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. The re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memoria! 
of Jonathan Lewis, reported a joint resolution for 
his relief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of C,. 
E. Grenedux, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. GWIWN gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to grant the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States for 
the construction of the following railroads, to wit: 
From Benicia, by the way of Sacramento City, 
Marysville, and Shasta City, to Shasta Balle City; 
from San Francisco to San José; from Sacramento 
City to Nevada City; from Sacramento City, via 
Coloma, to Placerville; from Stockton to Mou- 
kolumne Hill; from Stockton to Sonora; from 
Stockton to Agua Fria; from Monterey, ria San 
Juan, to Agua Fria; from San Pedro to Los An- 
geles; from San Diego, via San Luis Rey, Los 
Angeles, San Juan, to San José; and from Los 
Angeles to Agua Fria. 

Also, a bill supplemental to the act of Congress 
approved March 3, 1851, to ascertain and settle 
the private land claims in the State of California. 

Mr. DOWNS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill, providing for the is- 
suing of patents for a certain class of confirmed 
private land claims in Louisiana. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Leonard Dyson, as 
assignee of Edward McLaughlin, or bis legal rep- 
resenatives. 

Mr. BRODHEAD gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Mary E. Davis, widow of E. W. Davis. 

Mr. GEYER gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi river, 
and the navigable waters leading into the same. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GWIN, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to 
provide for a monthly mail from San Francisco, 
via the Sandwich Islands, to Shanghai, in China; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


EXECUTIONS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BADGER, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to prohibit public executions in the District of 
Columbia; which was read the first ume, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. BADGER. I ask the Senate, by unani- 
mous consent, to permit that bill to be now read 


| the second time; and if, after it is read, there be 


no objection, I a the Senate will agree to put 
the bill immediately upon its passage. There are 


| circumstances that render the bill not only proper, 


but, if proper in itself, proper to be passed imme- 
diately. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and the Senate proceeded to consider 
it, as in Committee of the hole. It provides 
that persons now under sentence of death, and 


\| Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the ‘| who shall hereafter be adjudged to suffer death 
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within the District of Columbia, shall be executed | 
within the walls of seme prison in the District, | 
or within a yard or inclosure adjoining said prison, | 
and not elsewhere; that the marshal of the Dis- 
trict, or one of his deputies, (with such officers of 
the prison, constables, and other on officers as 
ihe marshal or his deputy shall deem proper,) 


shall attend at said execution. It also provides, 


that the marshal, or his deputy, shall invite the | 


district attorney, two or more physicians, and | 


twelve respectable citizens, to be present at every 
such execution, and, at the request of the person 
to be executed, shall also allow any ministers of 
the Gospel, (not more than three in number,) his 
or her counsel, or any of his or her near relatives, 
to be present thereat; but no person or persons 
other than those mentioned in the act, and no per- 


son whatever under the age of twenty-one years, | 


shall be allowed to witness any such execution. 

Mr. HALE. 1 want to makea single sugges- 
tion to the honorable Senator from North Caro- 
lina. (see that the bill, as it now stands, makes | 
it imperative on the marshal to request the pres- 
ence of the district attorney; and he is to request 
the attendance of the prisoner’s counsel, if the 
prisoner shalt desire it. I wish to transpose the 
words **his or her counsel,’’? so asto make them 
come in immediately after the words * shall invite 
the district attorney ,;’’so that it shall be incumbent 
on the marshal to invite the district attorney, and 
also the prisoner’s counsel, without the request of 
the prisoner. 
this change. I propose an amendment to trans- 
pose the words I have indicated. 

Mr. BADGER. I have no objection to it. I 
put the bill in its present form because | hardly 
supposed it would be proper to inyite the prison- 
er’s consel unless the prisoner desired it. But I 
lave no objection to the proposed change. 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended; the amendment 
was concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed forathird reading It was subsequently 
read a third time and passed. 


MARINE HOSPITALS. 
Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following reso- 


I hope there will be no objection to || 


lution; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
ts hereby directed to cause such an investigation as he shall 
deem necessary, to ascertainif any of the marine hospitals 


erected by the United States Government, are used for any | 


purpose other than for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, 
and other persons by law entitled to relief; and if it shall be 
found that said hospitals are used for any purpose except 
such as specified by law, that the Secretary be directed to 
adopt such rules as shall prevent said abuse. 


UMPQUA AND ROQUE RIVERS. 


Mr.GWIN submitted the following resolution; | 
which was agreed to: 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War communicate to the 
Senate a copy of report and survey in reference to the | 
''mpqua and Roque rivers of Oregon, made by Lieutenant 
Williamson, captain topographical engineers. 
ORPHANS’ COURT OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of placing the com- 
pensation of the judge of the orphans’ court for the county of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, upon an equality 
with that of the judges of the district court for said District. 


PENSION AGENTS. 
Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 


tesolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the second 
section of an act entitled ** An act making appropriations 
for the payment of revolutionary and other pensions of the 


United States, for the year ending 30th June, 1848,” ap- || 


proved 20th February, 1847, as to extend the compensation | 
allowed by said section to pension agents for services ren- 
dered since the passage of said act, to all pension agents 
who had rendered similar services previous to the passage 
of said act. 


COAL USED IN THE NAVY. 


‘The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Cooper, the 2d_ instant, in 
relation to the qualities of the several species of 
coal used by the Navy; and it was agreed to. 


PAYMENTS TO NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution | 
submitted by Mr. Hare, the 16th instant, in re- | 


> 


lation to unauthorized payments to naval officers; 


and it was agreed to. 











FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


The engrossed bill to provide for the ascertain- 
ment and satisfaction of claims of American citi- 
zens, for spoliations committed by the French 
prior to the 31st day of July, 1801, was read a 
third time. 

On the question, ‘* Shall this bill pass ?—the 
yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. Bropueap, 
and ordered; and it was determined in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 26, nays 13; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, 
Clarke, Cooper, Davis, Dawson, Downs, Fish, Geyer, 
Hale, Hamlin, James, Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Sebastian, 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sumner, Underwood, 
Upham, and Wade—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brodhead, Cass, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Felch, 
Gwin, Hunter, King, Norris, and Walker—13. 

Mr. RUSK rose when the roll was about to be 
called, and said: I simply wish to say that I 
should vote against that bill, but the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Soune] having gone home, | 
agreed to accommodate him by pairing off with 
him. He would have voted for the bill, if he had 
been here. 
not voting on this bill. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. A similar request was 
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. 
April 19, 
At the close of this letter he says: 
** Your compensation shall be at the rate of eight d 
per diem, from the time of your departure on the 
of your mission, until your return home; 


Ollars 
business 
and you will be 


| allowed your traveling and other expenses during your ab 


I mention this fact as my reason for 


made of me by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. | 


oats who is now absent, as we are on different 
sides of the question in relation to this bill, he 
having determined to vote for it, and [ against it. 

Mr. BROOKE. The Senator from California, 
{Mr. Wetxer,] who is absent, requested me to 
pair off with him on this bill, and I have agreed 


| to do so. 


Mr. BORLAND, on his name being called, 
said, I vote ‘* aye,’’ under protest. 


Mr. MANGUM, when his name was called, | 


said, I vote ‘‘ aye,’ under instructions. 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- | 


sumed the consideration of the bill to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1852. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, it was not my 
pines to make any remarks in reference to this 


ill, except to explain some of the amendments | 


which have been offered by the ommittee on Fi- 
nance. But the discussion which took place on 
Friday last has made it a duty on my part to pre- 
sent some facts to the Senate, which I shall do as 
briefly as possible. Although I| dissent from the 
chairman of the Finance Committee in some of 
the positions assumed by him in opening this 
discussion, I should, nevertheless, have remained 
silent, but for a remark which fell from the Sena- 
tor from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien.} ‘That Senator 
stated that he was struck with the peculiarity of 
this discussion, with which we have been favored, 


from the chairman of the Finance Committee, on | 


the subject of deficiency bills. And he went on 
to state that he was not now prepared for the dis- 
cusion; but he added: 


| 
| navy. 


‘ : . ee iat } 
**]T note it merely for the purpose of having it understood 


by the country, that this Administration is capable of a de- 
fense, when the proper moment arrives for making it.” 


Now, here is a notice given to us, that the Sen- | 


ator intends to defend this Administration at the 


| proper time; and, in order that he may have ad- | 


ditional materials to those that were furnished by 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] I will 
give him some other items which will demand ex- 


planation from the champions of the Administra- | 
| tion. 


I shall commence by calling the attention 
of the Senator to this provision of the Constitution 
of the United States: 

“ No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under 
the authority of the United States, which shall have been 
created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been in 


sence.”’ 

Mr.DAWSON. Whatis the date of that Jette, 

Mr. GWIN. It is dated April 3d, 1849. 4, 
King was at that time a member of Congress from 
Georgia. He had been elected, I believe, the pre- 
vious October. His term had commenced; and 
here he receives one of the most important appoint- 
ments, as I shall presently show, ever conferred 
upon any individual, from the beginning of the 
Government to the present time, still retaiuing his 
seat in Congress, and receiving compensation a: 
the rate of eight dollars a day, and his traveling 
expenses, in addition to what he might receive as 
a member of Congress. Now, what was M; 
King’s mission? He had placed under his eoy- 
trol the whole power of this Government on th, 
Pacific coast, or that portion of it included with, 
the Territory of California. He had placed at his 
disposal the army, navy, and Treasury of th 
United States. I have the documents to prove 
what I state. Lread from a letter from Genera 
Smith, who was in chief command in California, 
addressed to the Secretary of War. He says: 

““Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt o 
your comununication, by the hands of the Hon. T. Butler 
King. 

*¢ With the view of affording him every possible opportu 
nity of acquiring information relative to California, its pres 
ent situation, its capabilities and prospects, I have prepared 
the means of making a journey over the most part of th: 
Territory that is inhabited—going from the upper part of 
tlle Sacramento along the foot of the Sierra Nevada to the 
upper waters of the San Joaquin, and returning by a route 
nearer the coast, after visiting the country north of this bay, 
near the sea. Several officers of the staf will accompa 
us; and an experienced geologist, Dr. Tyson, of Maryland 
has promised to go along. Commodore Jones will also b: 
of the party, if he finds he can be spared from the court 
We shall leave as soon as the steamer is dispatched.” 

Now, this expedition is one of the items that 
has within a few years swelled the expenditures 
in the quartermaster’s department to such an ex- 
traordinary amount. It was fitted out by the quar- 
termaster at great expense, and Mr. King was es- 
corted by the general and commodore in command 
of the army and navy on the Pacific coast into the 
interior of California, accompanied by an armed 
escort. The authority by which Mr. King con- 
trolled these movements, emanated from the Presi- 
dent of the United States. There was no discre- 
tion left tothe military commanders in California 
I will show now what Mr. King did as to the 
He delivered his instructions to Commo- 
dore Jones, in command on that station, who 
writes a letter to the Secretary of the Navy as 
follows: 


** Sin: [ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt o! 


| your letter of the 7th of April, banded to me on the Sth in 


stant by Lieutenant Ringgold of the Navy, in company with 
the Hon. T. Butler King. A more acceptable visitor than 
Mr. King could hardly have been sent to California; nor 
could his arrival here have been more opportune, being 
himself the bearer of the first authentic intelligence of the 
failure of all efforts in Congress to extend the laws of the 
United States over this Territory. Mr. King will doubtless 
report by the first steamer the state and condition of affairs 
here as he found them. Itis very gratifying to that portion 
of the army and navy serving on ‘this station, to find that 
the measures they have adopted for the security of persons 
and property, and for the collection of duties on foreign im 


| ports, are approved by Mr. King, as we hope they will be 


by the President.”’ 


To show what unlimited power was conferred 
on Mr. King, I will read a letter addressed by him 
to Commodore Jones, dated 

San FRANCISCO, August 13, 1849 

Sir: In carrying into effect the views and policy ind 


cated in the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, which | 
had the honor to deliver to you on my arrival in this place, 


| it has become necessary that I request you to dispatch th 
| steamer Edith, as soon as practicable, to St. Diego, touch- 


creased during such time ; and no person holding any office | 


under the United States shall be a member of either House 
during his continuance in office.’ 


T will then ask him to refer to a letter from the 


| the Ist proximo. 


Secretary of State, which he will find in the docu- | 


ments accompanying the President’s message, on 


| California and New Mexico, addressed to the 


Hon. Thomas Butler King, who was, at the time, 
a member of Congress elect from the district, | be- 
lieve, in which the Senator resides. The Secretary 
of State says: 


**The President, reposing full confidence in your integ- 


rity, ability, and prudence, has appointed you an agent for | 


the purpose of conveying important instructions and dis- 


patches to our naval and military commanders in Cali- | 


fornia.’’ 


ing at the intermediate ports, and to return to Monterey by 
Please to have her supplied with stores, 
&e., to accommodate some twenty persons in her cabi' 
As she is now, I am informed, undergoing repairs, | mut 
beg that you will not hesitate to employ such force as wil! 
insure her being ready for sea, if possible, by Saturday 
next. 

I have the honor to be, with .very gfeat respect and ¢s 
teem, your most obedient servant, 

T. BUTLER KING. 
Commodore T. Ap C, Jones, ¥c., §c., #e. 


Commodore Jones, on the first of September, 
notifies the Secretary of the Navy of this order: 


“Sir: The steam-propellers Edith and Massachusetts 
have been transferred from the War to the Navy Depart 


| ment—the former to the squadron and the latter to the joint 
| commission. The Edith was in a very unserviceable eon 


| dition—that is, her propelling machinery, which has been 
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epaired at a very considerable cost, ($3,500 ;) and she is 
pow in charge of Lieutenant McCormick, with two engi- 
neers hired for the occasion, and has gone to leeward upon 

, requisition of the Hon. T. B. King, to bring the members 
siect from San Diego, Los Angeles, aud Santa Barbara, to 
Monterey, Where the convention for forming a State con- 
stitution Will this day meet.” 


On the 12th of September, he writes another 
dispatch to the Secretary as follows: 


Frae@ Saip Onto, San FRANCISCO, ? 
September 12,1849. § 
Sin: The inclosed copy of a letter from Lieutenant 
James McCormick will inform you of the shipwreck and 
total loss of the United States steam-propeller “ Edith.”’ 
My letter (No. 65) of the Ist of September last informed you 
of the object for which the. Edith was dispatched to lee- 
ward, Which will be better understood by the accompany- 
ing copy of a letter from the Hon. T. Butler King, to me 
addressed. I am pleased to say that, notwithstanding the loss 
of the “* Edith,’ the object of her visit below has not been 
defeated, as all the members elected to the convention from 
the southern districts, with a single exception, were in at- 
tendance at Monterey when the convention organized for 
business on Monday, the 3d instant, and, by last accounts, 
were proceeding harmoniously in their great work. 
{ have the honor to be, most respecttully, your obedient 
servant, THOS. AP C. JONES, 
Commander-in-chief U. S. Naval forces, Pacific ocean. 
Hon. Wm. B. Preston, Secretary of the Navy. 
{t will thus be seen how this vessel was lost, that 
‘ost, 1 believe, $120,000, and thus lost in the ex- 
ercise of authority conferred on Mr. King, giving 


ae 


oi h 


him the control of the army and navy of the 
United States, who originated an expedition that 
turned out to be wholly useless, as the delegates, 
with a single exception, had proceeded to the con- 
vention independent of it. ‘The vessel could have 
rendered important service at that particular junc- 
ture, in carrying supplies from one part of the 
country to another. Its total loss makes another 
large item in the expenditures of the Government, 
which have been so enormously increased of late. 

| will progress a little further. I wish it dis- 
tinetly understood that I speak on this subject 
without the slightest intention of reflecting on any- 
body—certainly not upon Mr. King. What he 
did he conceived to be in the discharge of his duty 
to the country. But Lintend to hold this Admin- 
istration responsible for the expenditure of public 
money that has taken place in California, and 
which is now creating a prejudice against neces- 
sary appropriations for that State; and I intend to 
show that the expenses heretofore incurred in that 
State, with the concurrence and sanction of the 
Administration, have been, in some instances, 
wholly unnecessary, and a waste of the public 
money. I will proceed with Mr. King; and | 
wish to call the particular attention of the honor- 
able Senator from Georgia, who is prepared to de- 
fend this Administration, to another fact. Mr. 
King returned to the United States, and made a 
report on California. 

Mr. BERRIEN. With the permission of the 
Senator from California, without disclaiming a dis- 
position to defend the Administration when I 
think proper to do so, I bez to say that the Sena- 
tor has totally misconceived the declaration which 
{ madethe otherday. I said that this Administra- 
tion was capable of a defense, when the proper oc- 
casion should arrive. I have not said (asthe Sen- 
ator now says) that I was prepared to make that 
defense. But I desire to say that there was noth- 
ing in the remark which I made the other day that 
authorized the Senator from California to appeal 
to me in the manner in which he has done. 

Mr. GWIN. IL amvery sorry that I misunder- 
stood the Senator. 1 certainly understood him to 
make a general statement to the Senate, that he 
was very much surprised at the course of remark 
pursued by the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. BERRIEN. So I was. 

Mr. GWIN. I understood him to say further, 
that he was not then prepared to go into a defense 
of the Administration, but that it was capable of 
defense; and | drew the inference that it was his 
intention hereafter to make that defense. If the 
Senator’s attention had been turned to what J said 
in the opening of my remarks, he would have dis- 
covered that [ stated I would give items to be de- 
fended additional to those which the Senator from 
Virginia had presented to the Senate, for I thought 
the Administration needed a defense on these sub- 


jects. I was merely calling the attention of the || 


Senator from Georgia to these facts, because he 
had, as 1 conceived, on the part of the Adminis- 
tration, thrown down the gauntlet, and I was pre- 
pared to take it up. 

I will proceed very briefly to call the attention 
of the Senate and of the country to one fact. Mr. 


HE CONGRESSIONA 


| Senate of the United States. 


| 
King, after his return to the United States, and du- | 
ring the recess of the Senate, was appointed to the 
important office of collector of customs for the dis- 
trict of San Francisco—the second appointment 
conferred upon him during the time for which he 
had been elected a member of the Thirty-first 
Congress. He proceeded to San Francisco, and, 
instead of remaining.there to discharge the duties 
of his office, he repaired with dispatch to the seat 
of Government, and became a candidate for the 
He spent weeks at 
the seat of Government, keeping ‘‘open house,”’ 
electioneering for the office of Senator, while the 
duties of the office of collector were left to be per- 
formed by persons inexperienced at least, if not 
incompetent. The incumbent of this high office 
of the Government, enters the political arena 
with all the power it conferred—power that he 
used on that occasior, if | am not misinformed, 
to promote his election to the Senate; for one of 
the most important considerations with some who 
sustained him was, that they expected to get 
his place in the event of his election to the United | 
States Senate. He carried on that contest during | 
one hundred and forty-two ballots for Senator 
with a spirit and energy rarely if ever before 
known in this country. ‘The Legislature adjourned 
without making an election. Mr. King, holding 
this high Executive office, went before the people 
of Cahfornia as a candidate for the Senate. It 
was charged—and I| have not seen it contradicted 
by authority—that a large number of individuals 
were employed in the custom-house who traveled 
through the State of California, and endeavored in 
every way they could to carry the election in favor 
of the present Administration, and especially to 
secure a Whig majority in the Legislature in favor 
of the election of Mr. King to the Senate. 

We have seen, in the newspapers, a good deal 
of credit given to the Treasury Department, be 
cause it had recently greatly retrenched the ex- 
penses of the custom-house at San Francisco. | 
wish to bring to the notice of the Senate, and I 
wish the inquiry answered at the proper time, 
whether or not these expenses had not been in- 
creased to an extraordinary extent, to accomplish 
political objects; and when there was no necessity 
tor these additional forces for these objects, the 
election being over and the Whigs defeated, then 
the retrenchment took place; and, to divert public 
attention from the fact, credit is given to the Ad- 
ministration for this evidence of reform. Under 
the unlimited power that-we have given to the | 
‘Treasury Department, to exclude California from 
the operation of the general law, which makes it 
necessary to report the expenditures appropriated 
in collecting the customs; for, owing to the great 
distance of that country from the seat of Govern- 
ment, | have reason to believe that the expenses 
of collecting the revenue there has increased to 
treble what they were under the de facto Govern- 
ment; when the price of everything in that country 
was higher. 

There is another fact which, if in order, I wish 
to bring to the notice of the Senate and thecountry. 
That the nomination of Mr. King, which it was 
known to the Administration would be contested 
on constitutional grounds, was withheld from the 
Senate,so that we could notact upon it, until after 
the 4th of March last, when the time for which 
he had been elected a member of the Thirty-first 
Congress expired —thus giving this coérdinate 
branch of this Government in meking appoint- 
ments to office no opportunity of passing upon the 
constitutionality of the appointment. 

The Senator from Virginia referred the other 
day to the extraordinary expense that was in- 
curred in sending Mr. Collier, the first collector, to 
California. He stated that from official papers in 
his possession he knew that there was nearly 
$35,000 expended for that purpose, furnished by 

| the quartermaster’s department. What became 
of the property? Was it, or any portion of it, 
ever returned? Certainly not. Here was an 
expenditure of near $35,000 of public. money in 
sending a collector to California, when he could 
have gone there by Panama in five or six months 
less time wet and should have paid his own 
expenses. e had as Jong a tail in his escort as 
a comet. 
California at the expense of the Government, went 
| their way—some to the gold diggings, not con- 
necting themselves with the Government at all. 1 
do not wish to do an injury to any person, but 


A number of them, when they got to | 
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itis my duty to state these facts, when, as I be- 
lieve, the malpractice of the officers of the Gov- 
ernment in California is likely to do great injury 
to that State in the appropriations which she 
now asks, and so much needs. It is a painful 
duty to arraign any individual, but I must state 
that this collector notoriously violated the jaw, in 
seizing the cargoes of French vessels; that he con- 
fiscated those goods, and, in further violation of 
law, peddled them through the country; sold them 
here and there, and never made any return of the 
proceeds of the sales of these goods, or none that 
was intelligible. When his acts were disavowed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and he was 
ordered to return these goods, they had been thus 
disposed of, and we were compelled, in order to do 
justice to the citizens of France, to pass a law to 
pay them from the Treasury of the United States 
Claims thus arising from the illegal acts of this 
collector to the amount of a million of dollars, as 
1 was told by the French consul at San Francisco, 
have been presented to this Government, and have 
and now are being paid at greatly reduced esti 
mates by the Secretary of the Treasury. Was 
not this a great abuse of power, which has resulted 
in a great loss to the Government? In addition to 
this, it was charged against this officer by mem 
bers of his own party that he had, in violation ot 
the sub-treasury law, used the public funds that 
came into his hands for speculative purposes, 
which should subject him to criminal prosecution 
Notwithstanding these violations of law, the 
knowledge of which was in possession of the Ad 
ministration, when the districts were changed, the 
same individual, with these heavy and grave 
charges hanging over him, was again renominated 
to the Senate for the very important office which 
he had before held. But such was the effect pro 
duced on the Senate by the rehearsal of these facts 
that he was almost unanimously rejected. The 
official records of the country prove that this gen 
tleman, on whom I wish to inflict no injury, stands 
charged on the books of the Treasury as being in 
default to the Government for hundreds of thou 
sands of dollars. 

Mr. DAWSON. Will the Senator from Cal: 
fornia give the name of the officer to whom he 
alludes? 

Mr. GWIN. I have already stated that these 
charges are against Mr. Collier, the first collector 
of San Francisco. I do not wish to inflict any 
injury on him, or prejudice him in the defense of 
his case; which is now undergoing investigation 
in the courts. I will state another fact. I want 
the Senate to bear in mind the dates of these tran 
actions. Mr. King’s appointment was in April 
1849, immediately after the coming in of the 
present Administration; for I look upon it as bein 

but one Administration from the 4th of Marcel, 
1849, to the present time. ‘The date of Mr. Co! 
lier’s appointment is coeval with that of Mr 
King’s. I have read from official documents to 
show that the whole of the military and naval! 
power of the Government on the Pacific coast were 
put under the control of Mr. King. I will now 
show, from the same documents, that the collecto: 
holding the revenues of the Government was sub 
ject to a similar control, as I stated some time 
ago: 


TREASURY DeraRTMENT, “April 2, 1849. 
Sir: This will be handed to you by the Hon. T. Butler 
’ King, if there should be in his opinion occasion tor so doing 
The object of this letter is to impress upon you the desire of 
the President that you should, in all matters connected with 
Mr. King’s mission, aid and assist him in carrying out the 
views of the Government as expressed in his instructions 
from the Department of State, and that you should be guided 
by his advice and counsel in the conduct of all proper 
measures within the scope of those instructions. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. M. MEREDITH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
James Cotiier, Esg., 
Collector of the Customs, Upper California. 


About the same time, in 1849, a gentleman from 
the State of Missouri, General John Wilson, was 
appointed an Indian agent for Salt Lake; and he, 
an. was furnished with an extravagant outfit and 
eacort to conduct him to his agency. 

He went to the Salt Lake, and stayed there long 
enough to write a letter ortwo. Hethen wentto 
California with his family, his books, and his 
baggage of all. descriptions. He was an emigrant, 
moving at the Government expense. He landed 
in the valley of the Sacramento about the com- 
mencement of the winter season, could carry his 
effeets no further; buried them, and hurried on 
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with his family. By an order that emanated from 
the Secretary of War, a detachment of the army 
was ordered out the following spring to bring in 
the private property belonging to the Indian agent, 
transported for him at Government expense by 
the Salt Lake to California. I was told by the | 
assistant quartermaster, who fitted out the ex pedi- 
tion, the principal object of which was to perform 
this service, that the cost was little less than 
$100,000. This is another of the items that cre- 
ates the necessity of deficiency bills, and charged 
as an expenditure in California. After General 
Wilson got to California, he resigned his agency, 
but no censure was cast on him for having passed 
through the country where he was assigned to 
duty, and emigrating, at such an enormous ex- 
pense to the Government, to another part of the 
country; but he was actually appointed to another 
office in California. He was made navy agent at 
San Francisco, an office of great importance, the 
emoluments of which he received for a long time | 
without giving the bond required by law; and he | 
never did give bond that was accepted, and the 
office was abolished to get clear of him. This 
same gentleman is one of the high priests of the | 
Whig party. in California. He lately presided | 
over one of the largest Whig conventions ever as- | 
sembled in that State. 


I allude to General Wilson in no spirit of un- || 


kindness, but to show wherea large amount of 
the public money charged to California has gone. 
I put it to the account of a mal-administration of | 
this Government, which commenced in the spring 
of 1849. ] 

I will now go back and show the origin of the 
abuses of which I complain, which .is inflicting 
such deep injury upon my State; for I believe that | 
there was never such recklessness known since 
this Government was formed in the expenditure of | 
the public money, as has been exhibited there. 

lt was an important era in the history of this | 
country, when, on the 4th of March, 1849, a suc- 
cessful General was installed into the office of 
President of the United States—one who had been 
all his life, from early manhood, in the Army of | 
the United States—who had never voted, and pos- 
sessed no knowledge of civil affairs. 


This important event has laid the foundation of |, 


the subsequent recklessness and disregard of law 
in expending the public money, especially in the 
military department of the Government. I speak 
for my own section of the Union. Let others 
speak for theirs. 

in order that 1 may be fairly understood by the | 
Senate, when | am speaking of events thatoccurred | 
in California, which may not be so familiar to | 
other members as to myself, I will read an extract | 
from a letter addressed by Colonel Mason, Mili- 
tary Governor of California, to the Secretary of 
War, after he received the news of the peace with 
Mexico. After stating that he had anticipated 
the instructions in regard to the peace, he says: 

«© The first part of the Secretary’s instructions were there- | 
fore anticipated, and | have now only to fulfill the latter 
part, viz: ‘to take proper measures with a view to its 
( Upper California) permanent occupation.’ 

“The above are the only instractions I have received 
from the Department to guide me in the course to be pur- | 
sued, now that war has ceased, and that the country forms 
an integral part of the United States. For the past two | 
years no civil government lias existed here, save that con- | 
trolied by the senior military or naval officer; and no civil 
officers exist in the country, save the alcaldes appointed or 
confirmed by myself. To throw off upon them or the peo- 
ple atlarge the civil management and control of the country, 
would most probably lead to endless confusions, if not to 


exercise civil control in time of peace in a Territory of the 
United States? or, if sedition and rebellion should arise, 
where is my force to meet it? Two companies of regulars, 
every day diminishing by desertions, that cannot be pre- | 
vented, will seon be the only military force in California; | 
and they will be of necessity compelled to remain at Sau 
Francisco and Monterey, te guard the large depdts of pow- 
der and munitions of war, which cannot be removed. Yet, 
unsustained by military force, or by any positive instruc- 
tions, | feel compelled te exercise control over the alcaldes || 
appointed, and to maintain order, if possible, in the coun- 
try, until a civil governor arrive, armed with instructions 
and laws to guide his footsteps. 
“In like manner, if all customs were withdrawn, and the 

orts thrown open free to the world, San Francisco would 
“ made the depdt of all the foreign goods in the north Pa- 
cific, to the injury of our revenue and the interests of our own 
merchants, To prevent this great influx of foreign goods 
into the country duty free, I feel it my duty to attempt the 
colleetion of duties, according to the United States tariff of 
1846. This will render it necessary for me to appoint tem- 
porary collectors, &c., in the several ports of entry, for the 
military foree is toe much reduced to attend to those du- 
ties.”’ 


Here is an honest avowal that he has no author- |! 


| this decree duties were exacted. 


ity to exercise civil control in times of peace in a 
territory of the United States. The necessity of 
the case may have justified this assumption of 
power, but never that of levying duty by his 
simple edict under the tariff of 1846. 

Thus at the close of the war with Mexico, this 


| officer, who was in command of the Army in Cal- | 


ifornia, notified the Government, that to prevent 
anarchy, a de facto government must be maintained 
until Congress established a legal one. He also, 
under the tyrant’s plea of necessity, extended the 
revenue laws of the United States to California. 
Before Congress acted at all, he decreed that the 
tariff of 1846 should be enforced there, and under 
W hen this letter 
reached the Secretary of War, the assumption of 


| civil authority was overlooked, as the emergency 


arising from the neglect of Congress to create a 
government justified it. 


office agent, justified the formation of this de facto 
government. ‘The question as to the power to 
collect duties, which had been assumed by Gov- 
ernor Mason, was referred to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. On the 7th October, 1848, he issued a 
circular, in which he stated explicitly that there 
was no power to collect duties in California. I 
will od it: 

** On the 30th of May last, upon the exchange of ratifica- 


| tions of our treaty with Mexico, California became a part 


of the American Union; in consequence of which, various 
questions have been presented by merchants and collectors 
tor the decision of this Department. 

‘- By the Constitution of the United States it is declared 


|! that ‘.4ll treaties made, or which shall be made, under the 


authority of the United States, shall he the supreme law of 


| the land.’ By the treaty with Mexico, California is annexed 
| to this Republic, and the Constitution of the United States 


is extended over that Territory, and isin full force through- 
out its limits. Congress, also, by several enactments, sub- 
sequent to the ratification of the treaty, have distinctly 


| recognized California as a part of the Union, and have ex- 


tended over it, in several important particulars, the laws of 
the United States. 
‘“* Under these circumstances, the following instructions 


|| are issued by this Department: 


“Ist. All articles of the growth, produce, or manufac- 


| ture of California, shipped therefrom at any time since the 


30th of May last, are entitled to admission, free of duty, into 


| all the ports of the United States. 


‘62d. All articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the United States, are entitled to admission, free of duty, 
inte California, as are also all foreign goods which are ex- 
empt from duty by the laws of Congress, or on which goods 
the duties prescribed by those laws have been paid to any 
collector of the United States previous to their introduction 
into California. 

‘<3. Although the Constitution of the United States ex- 
tends to California, and Congress have recognized it by 
law as a part of the Union, and legislated for it as such, yet 
itis not brought by law within the limits of any collection 
district, nor has Congress authorized the appointinent of 
any officers to collect the revenue accruing On the import 
of foreign dutiable goods into that Territory. Under these 
circumstances, although this Department may be unable to 


| collect the duties accruing on importations from foreign 


countries into California, yet, if foreign dutiable goods 
should be introduced there, and shipped thence to any port 
or place of the United States, they will be subject to duty, 
as also to all the penalties prescribed by law when such im- 
portation is attempted without the payment of duties.”’ 


He reiterated this statement in his annual report 


| at the opening of the next session of Conzress; 


and President Polk, in his last annual message, 
said most emphatically that no such power could 
be exercised. Here is what they say: 

‘The revenne laws not having been extended to Califor- 


| nia, no duties could be collected there, but the Department 
| exercised all its authority by issuing the circular hereto an- 


nexed, [which I have just read,] (marked S8,) opening free 
trade, under the Constitution, between its ports and those 


| of the rest of the Union, at the same time guarding the rev- 


; : | enue from loss, as far as practicable.”’ 
absolute anarchy; and yet what right or authority have I to || 


«No revenue has been, or could be, collected at the ports 


| in Calitornia, because Congress failed to authorize the es- 


tablishment of custom-houses, or the appointment of offi- 
cers for the purpose. 
“The Secretary of the Treasury, by a circular letter ad- 


| dressed to the collectors of customs on the 7th day of Octo- 


ber last, a copy of whichis herewith transmitted, exercised 

all the power with which he was invested by law.”’ 
When the news of this disavowal of the power 

that had been exercised by Colonel Mason, as de 


'| facto governor of California, reached that country, 


application was made to Commodore Jones, (who 
was in the bay of San Francisco with a naval 
force, to execute the tariff of Governor Mason,) to 
know whether the circular of the Secretary of the 


| ‘Treasury, and the message of the President, did 


not make it his duty to permit vessels carrying 
supplies to the citizens of California to enter the 
ports of that country and land their cargoes with- 
out paying duties? What was his reply? It was 
very brief. He said he intended to execute the 
tariff established by Colonel Mason, with all the 


The Secretary of State, | 
| Mr. Buchanan, in a letter to Mr. Voorhies, post 
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| not obeyed by the citizens of Californi 


| those carrying — to them, he wo 
| Navy of the Unit 


the conduct of these officers censured? 


all. It was silently acquiesced in, and therefore 
| tacitly approved. 


a 


April 19, 


—— 


power under his command; that is to say, if jt Was 


1a, and by 
Y uld use the 
ed States to sink their ships, and 
starve the people into obedience. 

When intelligence of this expected collision be- 
tween the people of California and those in ¢ 


om- 
mand of the Government forces reached here 


» Was 


Not at 


I have thus stated, at some length, the history 
of events in California, which resulted in the col. 


| lection of what is known there as the ** civil fund-” 
_and will be pretty well known here by the say 
_ title before you are done with it. The temptation 


Same 


to use it for objects not provided for by any | 
could not be resisted; and thus was laid the f 
dation of the enormous expenditures upon o| 
of doubtful necessity, of which we have heard go 
much. But I will state here, in reference to the 
responsibility of expending this money, chareed 
upon the assistant quartermasters in California, 


aw, 
une 


jects 


| that do not indorse this charge unless it is proved 
| that they acted without authority. 


, If they acted 
under orders from a superior officer, which were 


| sanctioned, or not disavowed, by the Secretary of 
| War, the head of the Department, and not the 


subordinate, is responsible. The Quartermaster 


| General is a subordinate—is the head of a bureau: 
| and if he, or any of his subordinates, violated the 


law in expending the public money, it was the 


| duty of the head of the War Department to report 





him or them to the President of the United States 
for dismissal, or to be tried by a court-martial. | 


| am prepared to say, that the Quartermaster Gen- 
| eral, and his subordinates in California, so far as 
| I know, have always acted under orders from su- 
| perior authority; and that every abuse (and there 
| are many in the expenditure of the public money 
| in that country) has been sanctioned, either tacitly 


or openly, by the head of the War Departmeni. 


I do not attach the least blame to the present Sec- 
| retary, because the abuses and assumptions of 


»ower to which I have referred originated before 
e came into office, and I believe he is diligently 
engaged trying to put a stop to the extravagant 
expenditures of his Department. But I am |ook- 
ing to the system ‘hash was established in 1849. 
The Quartermaster’s Department is not responsi- 
ble, and should not be made the scape-goat, and 
bear the blame that properly attaches to the head 
of the Administration. 
Mr. DAWSON. Will my friend from Cali- 
fornia yield the floor for a moment, for the pur- 
ose of examining into this matter? He says that, 


| in the Quartermaster’s Department particularly, 
| enormous abuses have been practiced. As he has 


drawn our attention to them, will he state where 
they are ascertained to exist, that we may know 


| where to guard against them for the future? 


Mr. GWIN. Iam coming to that, and shall 
read from the documents presently. But the gen- 
tleman misunderstands me, when 4 says I refer to 
the Quartermaster’s Department particularly, and 
charge it with enormous abuses. I say that there 
has been a wasteful expenditure of public money 
in California, not only in the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment, which I will show has only obeyed 
orders, but I think I may add in nearly every 
department of the Government under Executive 
control. I will now read from a report of Major 
Vinton, one of the most intelligent officers of the 
Quartermaster’s Department, and the senior officer 
of the department in California, dated March 29, 
1850: 

‘©GeENERAL: I have the honor to report that, in com- 
pliance with your orders of the 5th of April, 1849, to proceed 
to California, and there take in charge the direction of the 
affairs of the quartermaster’s department of the Pacific divis- 
ion of the Army, I embarked at New York on the !7th of 
April, 1849, (with $150,000 in specie under my care,) and 
arrived at Panama on the 2d of May. At that place [ was 
detained twenty-four days by untoward circumstances, and 
reémbarked on the Pacific the 23d of May, for San Frau- 
cisco.”’ , 

After going on to state the situation of affairs 
which he found on his arrival in California, he 
describes the point which had been selected as the 

eat depot for the army and navy of the United 
Brsies on the Pacific. 1 will read what he says on 
that subject: 


“* By the united judgment of Major General Smith and 
Commodore Jones, a place situated on the north bank ot 
the straits of Karquinez, called Benicia, has been selected 
as the most favorable locality for our military and naval 
depéts. Itis with great reluctanee, therefore, that I ven- 
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ture to deseribe this position, believing, as I do, that most 
of its important features are objectionable, or rather, that it || as were needful for the urgent wants of the army, to be re 


js lacking in many attributes which are requisite in a site || placed at a subsequent and convenient period by remittances | 


designed for the purposes that this has been. Geograph- || from the United States. But for this resource the opera 


jeally it has but few defects, being in a direct line of com- || tions of the quartermaster’s department would have been | 


munication with the ocean, having good anchorage, deep much impaired if not entirely stopped for want of funds. 
water, and free approaches to its shore for the unlading of || And such had been the extravagant wants of the depart 
the largest class of ships. Here its advantages cease, and b 
they relate more to the interests of commerce than to the || extending beyond any, even the wildest conjectural esti 
veculiar fitness of the place for a military station and a de- | mates that could have been formed—that the drafts upon 
pot of supplies. ‘Topographically, it is uninviting in the || this fund had atone time become alarming, and | was ap 
extreme, possessing an aspect neither of beauty norof use- | prehensive that the sums so expended mightexceed the ap 
fulness. Hills, barren of trees or any other vegetation but || propriations for that division of the army. Being assured, 


the wild oats, rise abruptly from the water, and, swelling | however, by the general commanding, that any excess of | 
onward to the interior for six miles, are utterly destitute of || expenditures would be provided for by future appropriations | 


wood; but beyond that region the scrubby oak makes its || by Congress, the ‘ civil fund’ continued to be our reliance. 
appearance in single trees, or in small clusters, affording In relation to this subject | have written extensively enough 
but a scanty supply for present consumption. Fresh water ;| before to render further remarks unnecessary; yet, as it 


js only found in one small spring, about a mile westward may not be well understood how the civil fund has been | 
from the depot. This has to be shared with the citizens of || created, I will remark that in its accumulation it may be | 


classed under three distinct heads, viz: 

** Ist. The money received from military contributions 
during the war with Mexico. 

**2d. The amount derived from the collection of duties 


the town of Benicia. 

«Having in view, then, that these two great elements, 
which invariably form the first principles in making a choice 
for the residence of acommunity, are wanting atthis place, 
I think the defects of the position are made manifest. 
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posit it, it was deemed expedient and safe to lend such sums | 


ment, by the unforeseen increase of the demands upon it— | 


on imports under the administration of Colonel Mason, | 
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this point; the officers with frmilics were quartered upen 
an old huik moored near the shore, and the single officers, 
together with the soldiers, were living in tents upon the 
shore. One half of the men belonging to these companies 
had already deserted, and the remainder had ceased to be 
soldiers excepting in name. They refused to work unless 
paid the mining value of labor, and they could not be trusted 
as a guard over the public preperty. So lax had became 
the discipline, and so littl confidence had their immediate 
commanding officer in their fidelity, that be declined issuing 
arnfts to them, and did not attempt to exact from them any 
extra duty whatever.”’ 

To avoid the enormous rents of San Francisco, 
hundreds of thousands must be expended in build- 
inganew depot. And forwhat? To quarter troops 
for the defense of California, that could not be 
trusted by their officers with arms in their hands; 
the officers starving, (for it is well known they 
| could not live on their pay,) and the soldiers, to 
whom the people were to look for defense, deserting. 
Vastsums paid to laborers to build barracks for sol- 
diers, in such a state of insubordination, that they 
















“Ithas been supposed that the waters of the straits, at 
certain seasons of the year, may be relied on for the use of 
the troops; but T think this erroneous. It is only at a cer- 
tain stage of the tides, combined with very high water in 
the Sacramento and San Joachin rivers, that the water of 
ihe straits is palatable, and then it is deemed by some to be 
unwholesome. A well fifty feet in depth was dug by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Casey’s company, but the water proved | 
brackish and unsuitable for use. 

“The rocks forming the base of the hills seem to have 
been, by some convulsion of nature, thrown upwards from 
a horizontal position, giving a dip towards the straits, by 
which the water cannot be retained below the surface. 
Artesian wells may, by persevering probing, remedy this 
great evil, and it is the only reliance we now have. No 
expense should be spared to procure scientific as well as 
practical men to push, vigorously, the search for water by 
such means; and I must earnestly urge the subject to your 
notice as an enterprise upon which the welfare of the depot 
and its inbabitants are to depend. 

‘Previous to my departure for Oregon, I caused to be 
purchased an instrument for boring, and placed it under the 
maragement of Mr. Bomford, whose report will be found 
in the appendix. Although he has not met with full suc- 
cess, I feel confident that, with more perfect apparatus, 
water of a good quality may yet be obtained convenient 
tothe depot. Butto guard againsta failure through such 
means, the commanding general is desirous of providing 
in another manner for a supply of water for the use of the 
post. 

“He proposes that, at a point adjacent to some of the 
larger buildings, a cistern to contain from two hundred 
thousand to three hundred thousand gallons of water be 
constructed; the bricks and cement of which it is to be 
formed to be brought from the United States. But as ex- 
pensive as artesian wells are, they would cost far less than 
such an undertaking. Water remains to be provided, and 
the choice of means is left for your decision. Small wooden 
cisterns have been constructed near the store-house already | 
erected; but the supply from them is only adequate in the 
rainy season. 

‘* Wood can be obtained on Suisun bay and on the Sac- 
ramento river; but if procured by contract, under the pres- 
ent rate of wages for. labor, it would form an item of expend- 
iture surpassing the belief of the most credulous; and if 
attempted by the labor of our troops, desertion would inev- 
itably follow, to the annihilation of the military force so 
employed.” 


This selection laid the foundation of large ex- | 
penditures in California. The officers who made 
the selection were subordinate to the Secretaries of | 
War and the Navy. Their action was not final | 
or effective until sanctioned by the heads of these | 
Departments. The Secretary of the Navy did not 
approve of the selection, or if he did, there has 
been no expenditure of public money towards the 
establishment of a navy-yard there. He waited 
for Congress to act, asd we now have the subject | 
under consideration. Not so with the Secretary 
of War. Notwithstanding the report of Major 
Vinton, made near two years ago and laid before 
him, in which he shows the most palpable defects | 
in the location, he has never disapproved of the 


act of the commander of the Pacific division; and || 
therefore I hold him responsible for the entire ex- | 
penditure of the public money there. I will call | 


the attention of the Senate to a few more extracts 


from this document, and will thus show why I in- 


troduced the civil fund into this discussion: 


concerns of the quartermaster’s department under my 
charge. The large sums carried to that country by Major 
Fitzgerald and myself, were speedily expended. Indeed, I 
found that on my arrival there the debts contracted by my 
predecessors were so large as to leave no other resort for 
means to carry on the current duties of the department than 
the ‘civil fund’ of California, so called, which had been 
raised, in part, by military contributions during the Mexi- 
can war, and otherwise by the collection of duties at the 
custom-house. 

** This fund, being under the control of the Governor of the 
Territory, was placed for safekeeping in the custody of some 
one of the disbursing officers of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment. As it had accumulated to a cumbrous amount, 
and, from the character of the buildings at San Francisco, 
no goed place of secunty could be found in whieh to de- 


| ment; but the commanding general said go on; the 


|| tablishing a new and expensive depot on a large 
In some of my reports, made while stationed in Cali- | 
fornia, | had oecasion to call your attention to the fiscal | 


without the authority of law, and subsequent to the treaty || would not work, and could not be intrusted with 
of peace with Mexico, and prior to the arrival of Major |, arms, or with the charge of the public property! 
General Smith ; and || With a fall knowledge of these facts, the Secretary 


*¢ 3d. The amount which accrued from the collection of f War sanc | . hit 
customs after the Ist of March, 1849, under the circular || ° ar sanctions these enormous expenditures on 


letter of General Smith, which made the duties collected || & depot established without authority of law, with 
subject to the future action of Congress—the sums being |) the full knowledge that no corresponding benefit 
voluntarily deposited by the importers in the hands of the |) could result from its establishment, either to Cali- 


agents of the Government. . T ; 
“All drafts upon these deposits by the disbursing offi fornia or the United States. I intend it to be dis- 
tinctly understood, that these extraordinary ex- 


cers of the army have been considered as loans, to be re cj ’ 
placed after the action of Congress shall have been had in penditures were known to the Secretary of War, 
and not disapproved of by him. 


relation to the fund.”’ 
Hear what Major Allen says, in the report I 
have just read from. The italics are mine: 


“That the cost of the improvements made, and services 


These extracts show an extraordinary state of 
affairs. ‘The $150,000 taken out by Major Vin- 
ton, and I know not how much by Major Fitz- | a7 hel ao 7 

i : : it 7 tn rendered, have no paralie! in the history of the quarter 
gerald, 1s speedily exhausted. But this was but maatae”s emaneanetile | am fully aware; but private, es well 

i a drop in the bucket in fitting up this new depot, || as public interests, have been subordinate to a state of 

and aoe on the services in other parts of the || things—have acknowledged a standard of value—which 

| State. he depot was likely to be brought to a || bas no paralicl in the history of the world My correspond 
d-still What is to be lor »> Whew. hesrow | ence with you, during this year, will show with what re 

stan “still. What 1s to . e done: 1Y, LorroW || juctance I have submitted to circumstances which [ could 

from the civil fund. Presently the sums thus |) not control. The silence of the War Department, until 

borrowed become so enormous, fears are enter- || recently, induced the commanding general to believe thet 

tained that they will exceed the appropriations Oe es ler nr Fone nage Sy gg pos aan 
° ec e c e g yr au , ane, as € expendilure 

made by Congress, but the commanding general || ;a@ periodically been reported, it was presumed that they 

tells the quartermaster to go on, and pledges Con- || had acquiesced in the necessity of submitting to the current 
gress to provide for this excess of expenditure. | 7) of th country. , 7 a. 

: “ % . . ’ " at et *l do not remind you oft Uns state of things for the 
This pledge in this quartermaster's report 18 || jurpose, at this late day, of giving you information. 
brought to the notice of the Secretary, who ex- For a portion of the period to which [ now refer, the De 
presses no dissatisfaction at this assumption of || partment, here, wav represented by an officer of superior 
power. He tacitly assents to this use of the civil |) ™"* oa It was the a ial Fi of this officer to 

a . uaa . af || report to you every circumstance attendant upon the ex 
fund, and thus with his san tion hundreds of traordinary expenditure of money in this division. He had 
thousands of dollars are expended in establishing || full knowledge, being present, of every transaction. Ihave 
a depot, in the face of a most unfavorable report |, not seen his report, but | have no doubt, from the vigilanee, 
of N ajor Vinton as to the site. zeal, and intelligence manifested by this officer, that rut 

Tr termasters were frichte 1 t thi . litle was omitted which the subject suggested, and nothing 
re quar nas S were irigntened at this sys- that was requisite to a clear and explicit understanding of the 

tem of borrowing money to carry ona work not | condition of the country. From this source alone, I may 
authorized to be built by Congress—were fright- || venture the presumption that it was made known to the 
ened at exceeding the appropriations made by Departinent at an early day, the impossibility of making any 


Cc - h li lies f their d improvements here without enormous Cost, or of fitting out 
ongress to meet the expenses of their depart- |) o- providing transportation for any military movement, 


without an expenditure of money exceeding in amount ten 
fold, at least, the outlay incident to like service on the At 
lantic side. A retrospective inquiry implies an absence of 
this knowledge and invites explanation, which I have given, 
not, however, with the expectation of stating any new 
facts.’’ 

* Every transaction of mine has, however, been subjected 
to the watchfulness and control of a superior authority, and 
a superior discretion. My immediate commanding general 
is accordingly My most competent witness ; and you will 
find in the accompanying papers ample evidence that my 
whwle conduct has his full and entire approval.’’ 


Mr. DAWSON. What is the date of that re- 

ort? 

Mr. GWIN. June 30, 1851. It is in the Quar- 
termaster General’s report, sent in at the commence- 
event of war. There could have been no other || ment of this session, I repeat the fact, these ex- 
justifiable reason given for expending such vast | penditures were known to the head of the War 
sums of money without authority of law, unless || Department; and that the commander of the mili- 
there was a pressing necessity for it. I will read || tary division on the Pacific had no reason to be- 
from the report of another quartermaster, Major || lieve that he was acting contrary to the wishes of 
Allen, toshow what benefitthe people of California || the head of that Department, when he received no 
were to derive from expending such sums in es- || intimation of it. Major Allen entertained no doubt 
but that all of his acts were approved, until a very 
scale to quarter the army: late period. He was not censured, nor aiterapt- 
| «fentered upon duty in California on the Ist of July, || ¢d to be censured. No one can assert that he 
|| 1849, and took post at the place selected for a general depot, acted without authority. He refers to his com- 
i} on ms eee ners Catena se — manding general, who approved all of his acts. 
phe been ransomed to this location tom Sen Fran- Has this. commanding general been, oe red for 

giving this approval? Not at all. The whole of 


cisco, and were piled upon the ground near where it was : 7 
proposed to erect storehouses ; having no cover but the old || this movement, and of this extraordinary expend- 
| iture of the public money was known to the head 


i 

| sails of vessels, and no protection but the watchfulness of 

| of the War Department, and he never disapproved 
j 


Secretary of War acquiesced, and another large 
item is thus made up for a deficiency bill. 

One word more, and I will pass on. Major 
Vinton acknowledges that Colonel Mason col- 
lected the civil fund without authority of law. 
He also refers to the voluntary deposit made un- 
der General Smith’s regulations, these voluntary | 
deposits being made under the threat, that if any 
importer should refuse, his vessel would be driven 
from the coast by Commodore Jones’s guns. 

Now, | ask this question, Cui bono? What was 
the necessity for these eee It may be 
said, to protect the people of California in the 


a single agent. The time for which the storehouses at San 

Francisco had been rented, expired on the Ist of July, and || : ow pone F 

the enormous rent demanded per month for their continued || Of it. As to its necessity, I have shown that the 
| army was in a state of utter disorganization; that 
| the officers were starving—that is to say, no officer 


occupation determined the commanding general to remove 

the stores in advance of any improvements, presuming that } 
|| could live on his pay—and the men deserting; that 
| the soldiers at Benicia—and I suppose it was the 





the loss of property would be less in value while thus ex- 
posed, than the expenditure required for its storage. 
**] found two companies of the 2d infantry stationed at 
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case at every other point—could not be trusted. | 


The regiment commanded by Major Seawill, as 
he informed me, was reduced to two hundred men; 
the soldiers would not labor without the pay of 
a workman in the mines—would desert if they 
were required to do the ony of a soldier; which 
made it necessary to hire laborers and mechanics 
at from four to fifteen dollars a day, to do what 
soldiers in other parts of the country were ‘re- 
quired to do, and did do; to build barracks for 
the army, when, from desertions, there was no 
army, and but few soldiers who could be relied 
upon. 

I invite the attention of the Senate to the fact 
that there was a much larger number of officers 
and soldiers in California before the arrival of 
those for whose accommodation this expensive 
depot was established, who were comfortably 
quartered in convenient and appropriate sections 
of the Territory; that there were oe for sol- 


diers, as well as for the officers and their families, | 


(without the necessity of the latter being cooped up 


in old hulks of ships)—at Monterey, Santa Bar- | 


Los Angeles, San 
There were the New York regiment, the Mormon 
battalion, with the officers and soldiers of the reg- 
ular army, which formed a larger force in Califor- 


hara, 


nia before the close of the war than we have ever 
It is thus evident that these extraor- | 


had since. 


Diego, and Sonoma. | 


dinary expenses to provide new quarters were en- | 
tirely unnecessary, aed that the soldiers were thus | 
brought nearer to the mines, and tempted to de- | 


sert. Major Vinton says, in regard to the postat 
Zenicia, when he arrived there, there was no 
wood, that they would have to get it from Suisun 
and the Sacramento river at extraordinary prices, 
probably $100 a cord. 1 do not pretend to be 


familiar with military affairs, but officers of the | 


army in California, of high character, have al- 


ways asserted that there was no necessity of | 
establishing the depot at Benicia. This I know | 


to be the opinion of General ea: I do not 
censure the chief in command of the Pacifie di- 


vision; it was a matter of judgment with him; | 


but the head of the War De 
fered from General Smith, s 
wroved of his acts, as did the Secretary of the 
ace by not carrying out the recommendation 


partment, if he dif- 





of Commodore Jones, until it was approved and | 


aunctioned by Congress. 

I have brought to the notice of the Senate the 
enormous expenditure of the War Department in 
California not authorized by law, and sanctioned 


10uld have disap- | 


hy the head of the Department, in order to show | 


the contrast in the other Departments of the Gov- 

ernment. I will refer first to the Navy Depart- 

ment, which was cautious in adopting the recom- 

mendations of the commodore in command on the 

Pacific, involving the expenditure of large sums 

of money until Congress was consulted. The 

Navy could not participate in the brilliant achieve. 

ments of the Mexican war, for Mexico had no | 
navy to contend with on the ocean. ‘The glory 

und renown of that war was monopolized by the | 
Army. One of its most successful generals was, 
from the enthusiasm of the moment, elected Presi- 
dent of the United States. The success and 
brilliant achievements of the Army, during the 
war, seemed to impress upon the mind of some 
of the officers of that branch of the public service 
that they were privileged to vary from the rigid 
restrictions that had been imposed upon them be- 
fore the war, and that they could expend the 
public money on objects which they conceived to 
be for the publie good, without the previous sane- 
tion of law, and they relied on the military chief 
who ruled the country to shield them from cen- 
sure. 

Mr. DAWSON. I would inquire of the Sena- | 
tor from California, at what particular time that 
depét was ordered in the neighborhood of Benicia? 

Mr. GWIN. In the spring of 1849. 

Mr. DAWSON. What time in the spring of 
1849? 

Mr. GWIN. Itis mentioned in the reports of 
General Smith, to which I have not yet referred. | 
The report of the location was forwarded to this | 
city after the 4th of March, 1849. It was not 
known to the former Administration. 

Mr. DAWSON. What I desire to know is, | 
whether the location was made under the present | 
or the last Administration ? 

Mr. GWIN. 
March, 1849. 


It was made since the 4th of | 


|| oe location. 


|| approval of that advance by the Quartermaster General, 





| whom were resident on this side of the Rocky 


| soldiers got from five to ten dollars per day, and 


| fiity pack mules, to carry our provisions, ammunition, and 
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Mr. DAWSON. Under what orders ? 
Mr. GWIN. There were no orders issued to 
General Smith by the last Administration to make 


r. DAWSON. 
established ? 

Mr.GWIN. By the general in command of 
the Pacific division, and sanctioned by the Secre- 
tary of War. 

Mr. DAWSON. I want to know who the 
military commander was at the time the depét was 
ordered ? 

Mr. GWIN. General Smith. 

Mr. DAWSON. General Persifer F'. Smith. 

Mr. GWIN. I give General Smith full credit 
foracting as he thought for the good of the country. 

3ut I contend that it was the duty of the Secretary 

of War, who should have been familiar with the 
revenues of the department, and the extraordinary 
expenditure that would result from the establish- 
ment of this depot, to have required that the old 
quarters of the army during the war, should be 
used until Congress should determine to establish 
new localities in the sections of the State where | 
they were needed. 

Now, Mr. President, I come to another matter. 

In the Indian appropriation bill, passed on the 
third of September, 1850, we have this clause: 

‘T+ enable the President to hold treaties with the vari- 
ous Indian tribes in the State of California, $25,000.” 

This is a modest sum of money, nothing like as 
much as it should have been, but all that Congress | 
thought proper to appropriate. Acting under the 
authority thus conferred upon him, the President 
of the United States proceeded to organize a Board 
of Commissioners. He appointed three, two of 


By whom was the depét 


Mountains. He sent them to California, no doubt 
at the public expense, to negotiate treaties. These 
commissioners took with them authority to call to | 
their aid the army of the United States stationed | 
in California. ‘That is to say, they took with 
them authority to call upon the commander of that 
military division for escorts. I wish it to be borne 
in mind that all this was to be done under an ap- 
propriation of $25,000. 

One of the Board, and its disbursing officer, on 
the 11th of December, addresses the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, as follows. After casting a slur 
on the State authorities, that they were belligerent; 
that war with the Indians was profitable, because 





‘*Uncle Sam”’ would -foot the bill, (very doubt- | 
ful,) he proceeds to say: 

“We are now en route for the Mariposa country, with 
an escort of one hundred and one picked men, ten officers, 
three six-mule covered wagons, and some one hundred and 


Indian goods; all under the command of Captain Kk. D. 
Keyes, an experienced and excellent officer, from whom we 
feel assured not only of protection, but of cordial coopera- 
tion, in our endeavors to pacify the Indians, with the olive 
branch rather than the sword. We arrived here by steamer 
from Benicia, on the 8th instant; yesterday evening, the 
horses and mules for transportation arrived ; to-day, we are 
arranging for the journey, and expect to be on the road, 
in the direction of the Tulare Lake, early to-morrow 
morning.’’ 

‘“We are gathering all the information we can, and by 
no means despair of effecting, in the name of their Great 
Father, the President, a very general pacification ; but it | 
will be a work requiring address, time, and, probably, a 


| large outlay of money for goods and provisions.”’ 


1 will now show how this escort was fitted out, | 
by reading from a letter of T. Butler King, col- 
lector at San Francisco, to the Commisioner of In- | 
dian Affairs. The quartermaster’s department 
was out of funds, and had made application to the 
collector for assistance. He says: 

**T may be permitted to add, that having heretofore made 
advances to the amount of $150,000, for the purpose of 
enabling the troops to move in support of the commission- 
ers; and without I had taken the responsibility, not a step 
could have been taken for the pacification of the Indians, 
aud the prevention of probably a long and disastrous Indian 
war; and though four months subsequently I received an 


yet I have been reminded by the Commissioner of Cus- | 
toms, in a letter received by the last mail, that my condact 
in this matter is contrary to law.” 
Here is information that will enlighten the chair- | 
man of the Finance Committee as to the origin of | 
these deficiencies. ‘The collector is surprised to 
find he has acted ‘‘ contrary to law,”’ in advancing 
public money to an officer in advance of an appro- 
priation made by Congress. I have been anxious 
to ascertain what amount was expended on these 





| 
| 
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escorts, but cannot get the information from the | 


Quartermaster’s Department, owing to the mixing | 
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April 19. 
up of accounts. I therefore adopt Mr King’s |e. 
ter as the most definite information [ can coy. 
mand, 

I wish it to be borne in mind that this com- 
mission was organized on an appropriation of 
$25,000; and, before they commence their lab 
they involve the Quartermaster’s Department jy, 
an expense of $150,000, which is borrowed from 
the collector at San Francisco. 

The collector is charged with acting contrary to 
law in loaning the money; but he is in no danger 
He will be indemnified by transfer warrants, or 
in a deficiency bill. 1 allude to this transaction 
to show that the War Department has become the 
predominant power of the Government, whose 
subordinates act without authority of law, wit) 
an impunity not tolerated in any other Depart- 
ment in the Government. Thus I find this es. 
cort provided with money from the collector’, 
office, contrary to law, paid to agents subor- 
dinate to this Board of Indian Commissioners, 
and obeying their orders. That, while from this 
$150,000 all supplies for this escort are paid for, 
the supplies for the commissioners and Indians, 
with whom they are treating, are bought on 
credit, and have not been paid for to this day. 

And here in this deficiency bill there is, no doubt, 
an estimate for the deficiency thus created, which 
we are called on to make an appropriation to meet, 
while not a dollar is appropriated to defray the ex- 
penses of the commissioners, and to pay for their 
supplies and those furnished the Indians while the 
commissioners were treating with them. 

The commissioners, having the entire control of 
the expedition, are limited in their expenditures to 
the sum of $25,000 appropriated; and, although 
they have drawn drafts for the overplus of their 
expenditure, these drafts are protested, and the 

_ parties furnishing the supplies are unpaid; nor has 
the Department of the Interior asked for their pay- 
ment, although the Secretary is aware that the ex- 
penditures have largely exceeded the appropria- 
tion. 

In proof of this, I will read extracts from letters 
of the commissioners, found in the annual report 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 


y 


} 


ors, 


“ We arrived accordingly at this camp on the 15th ultimo, 
found some Indians on the ground, and others continued to 
arrive daily until the 26th ; when, having meanwhile treated 
the red men and their families to as many provisions as they 
could eat, and finding them in excellent good humor, we 
met them in council, explained to them the object and pur- 
poses of our mission, and submitted to them our proposi 
tions for a general treaty of peace, and a settlement of all 
existing difficulties.’’ * # * * * 

“ We have, therefore, been under the necessity of making 
pretty liberal provision under the head of ‘ subsistence,’ 
and now advertise you that this course will have to be pur 
sued throughout the whole State.” = * . 2 Fe 
pressing demands, we have to do the best we can, fully 
satisfied that our policy is correct, and that it is, in the end, 
cheaper to feed the whole flock fora year, than to fight them 
fora week.’ * * * * * * * e 

‘<The country set apart for them so far is very poor soil; 
but a small portion of it is adapted to agricultural purposes, 
but remarkably well adapted to the raising of stock; and 
we think it would be good policy to supply them liberaily 
with brood stock, in addition to the beef cattle, which 1s in- 
dispensable for present consumption, as the faithful fulfill- 
ment of the treaties on their part will measurably depend on 
it. They must have food.” » " ® i 8 

“This will require stoney, and it is a subject of surprise 
and regret that the appropriation for our use has been cut 
down so small, The amount required will be seemingly 
large, but, by pursuing the foregoing policy, it will be found 
to be small, in comparison, to all treaties where annuities 
are given.”? > , * * * * ° * 

‘* T have sent men among them who speak their language, 
and are influential, and placed beef cattle under the care 
of the traders, in order to supply their pressing necessities 
fur food, and to induce them to come down from out of their 
mountain fastnesses, all of which it is to be hoped will have 
the desired effect of causing them to come in and conclude 
atreaty. I speak of this as the only true policy; further 
experience only confirms previous statements, that the In- 
dians are numerous and formidable; and it is difficult, i! 
not impossible, to subdue them by waging war; itis possible 
to make terms with them by exercising a proper and hu- 
mane policy, making them not only useful to themselves, 
but to the white community at large.”’ * ’ - 

“ I determined to discharge the escort that accompanied 
me through to that place, and return to San Francisco, or 

oceed down the coast with an escort of citizens, who 
| kindly proposed to accompany me to the Indian villages in 
| the vicinity.” * * * * ‘On the 17th day of June,! 
| addressed a note to Captain E. D. Keyes, who had com- 
| mand of the escort, dispensing with the further services of 

his command, a copy of which, together with his reply, I 
herewith inclose.’’ 


* 





These extracts show that the commissioners 
controlled the escort, that they were incurring ex- 
penses largely exceeding the appropriation, yet 
we do not find that they were checked by the De- 
| partment. 
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